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Newark 
teachers 
cry foul 


Lawrence Hamm of POP 
$ Photo by Wiliam Fraizer 


By Chris Sykes 


NEWARK — The Newark 
Teachers’ Association is up in 
arms about how the cases of 65 
people arraigned and prosecuted 
in connection with the 1989- 
1994 insurance fraud operation 
run by Dr. Carl Lichtman are 
being handled by the state 
Attorney General's Office. 

Specifically, the union is 
questioning whether or not the 
defendants in the cases are 
being unjustly prosecuted sim- 
ply because they are black. With 
that question in mind, The. NTA 
held a press conference at 1 p.m 
in the mansion of the Women In 
Support of the Million Man 
March on April 19. 

“Is this a case of ‘fighting cor- 
ruption,’ or is it a question of 
racial profiling in job suspen- 
sions and prosecutions,” asked 
David Hungerford, the treasurer 
of the NTA. “Are the penalties in 
keeping with the offense, or are 
they gravely disproportionate?” 

The list of individuals and 
organizations who participated 
in the press conference included: 
Frederica Bey, executive direc- 
tor , WISOMMM, Inc.; Larry 
Hamm, chairman of the People’s 
Organization for Progress; Ethel 
Sykes, president of the Newark 
Teachers’ Association 

Hungerford and Sykes said 
all of the defendants are African- 
American with the exception of 
one or two Latinos, 
believe race has play 
the prosecution and outcome of 
their cases, especially Vivian 
Decree. Decree, 60, was recently 
given five years in prison on 
charges of having received 
$1,900 from Lichtman. 

“Carl Lichtman submitted 
$3.5 million in false claims and 


See TEACHERS, page A8 


Off-duty officer rescues 20 
Newark residents from fire 


By Staff Writer 


NEWARK An off-duty 
Newark Police Sergeant was recog- 
nized by the members of the 
Newark City Council on April 19 
been for leading 20 people to safety 
from a fire that occurred early in 
the morning of April 15. 

Sergeant Joseph Farina, a 14- 
year veteran assigned to the 
Director's ice Fleet 
Management Section, was present- 
ed with a resolution at the council’s 
regularly scheduled meeting at the 
behest of at large council member 
Bessie Walker. 

“The bravery exhibited by 
Sergeant Farina is demonstrative 
of the care and concern of the 
Newark Police Department,” said 
Police Director Joseph J. Santiago. 
“He certainly has gone not only 
above and beyond the call of duty of 
a police officer, but of an unselfish 
human bein; 

Santiago said Farina disre- 


Black legislators dispute profiling bill 


ANNAPOLIS, Md. H 
Legislation requiring a state 
study of whether race plays a 
role in traffic stops in Maryland 
emerged form a Senate commit- 
tee on April 8 with just one day 
left in the 2000 General 
Assembly. 

The bill would create a task 
force to compile records on the 
race and sex of the drivers 
involved in all routine traffic 
stops, whether a search was con- 
ducted and whether traffic stops 
play a beneficial role in fighting. 
drug trafficking. 

The issue of alleged race pro- 
filing by police has been caught 
up in a dispute among black law- 


The politics of Calvary 


makers in the Senate and House 
of Delegates. A bill that would 
require Maryland police officers 
to record the race, lage and sex of 
every person they pull over in a 
traffic stop passed the H@use of 
Delegates, but was killed/by the 
Senate Judicial 
Committee. 

That committee then 
approved a Senate bill calling for 
a task force study of race-based 
traffic stops, and brought it 
before the Senate yesterday, 
where it got preliminary 
approval. The late changes in the 
bill raise a possibility that it will 
not be approved before the ses- 
sion ends. 

Governor Parris Glendening 


Proceedings 


Rev. Calvin Butts address the New Jersey Black Ministers Conference 


by Chris Sykes 


NEWARK — When Calvin 
Butts, the pastor of Abyssinian 
Baptist Church took to the podi- 
um at the banquet and awards 
reception for the first annual New 
Jersey Black Ministers’ 
Conference 2000 event on April 
14, there was an air of anticipa- 
tion and electricity, because no 
one was really sure what he was 


garded his own personal safety to 
save many lives, and because of 
that he is a credit to his depart- 
ment and city. 

Farina’s wife, Linda, said her 
husband’s heroics are nothing new 
to her or their son Vinny, 8. 

“He's used to being a hero,” she 
said. “He's a hero at home every- 
day.” 


While that may or may not be 
the case, in typical hero fashion, 
Farina said he doesn’t know if 
there was anything particularly 
heroic about his actions: he was 
just doing his job. 

“The real story is that the city 
gives us police radios,” he said. 
“Because of that radio, we were 
able to get help there quick.“ 

Farina said neither the Fire 
Department nor aye of the other 
first responders are getting any 
credit for fighting the fire and say- 
ing lives, but they should. 

“They contained the fire to the 
first floor because they got there so 


going to say. 
That being the case, no one 
felt disappointed afterward or 
during his address when he talked 
about his ongoing struggle with 
New York City Mayor Rudolph 
Giuliani and the ramifications of 
it. Rev. Butts summed it up with 
an amusing anecdote about a don- 
key and the mayor’s mansion. 
“There was once this carriage 
that used a donkey — sometimes 


quick,” he said. 

According to police, at approxi- 
mately 7:05 a.m., Sergeant Joseph 
Farina, a 14-year-veteran, was 
traveling north on broad Street 
when he observed smoke in the air. 
As he tracked it to its source, police 
said he found the residence at 49 
Hill Street engulfed in smoke. 

Farina immediately sora 
into action, police said, and call 
in the fire to the Communications 
Division via his departmental 
issued radio. Then, hearing 
screams for help from within the 
building, police said he ran in 

ugh mt door and was 
met with a wall of smoke. 

Police said Farina valiantly 
pulled two men out through the 
front door of the occupied dwelling 
and took them to safety across the 
street. One of the two people he 
rescued was severely burned and is 
currently listed in critical condition 
at St. Barnabas Hospital, police 
said. 


is among those trying to work 
out a compromise between the 
two sides, The maneuvering over 
the ‘wo bills reflected an escalat- 
ing dispute between Delegate 
ward P, Rawlings, a black 
timore Democrat who spon- 
i the House bill, and black 
Seéators from Baltimore who 
believe he wants to control polit- 
ical power in the black communi- 
ty 


During debate on the state 
budget Monday, black senators 
assiiled Rawlings for his power 
plays inside and outside the leg- 
islature. 

The gentleman thinks he is 
the emperor of the African 

See MARYLAND, pg. A8 


Photo by Chris Sykes 


called a jackass — to give rides 
through the park to tourists and 
others in and around Central 
Park that died in the middle of the 
street,” he said. 
me day I and a traveling 
companion were driving along and 
we came across this dead jackass 
and we put it on the hood of our 
car, drove to the mayor’s 
See REV. BUTTS page A8 


Farina’s attention was then 
drawn to the fire escape on either 
side of the building, where he 
observed more than seven people 
wh were stuck and could not get 
the| fire escape ladder down. He 
responded by piling garbage under 
the ladder, jumped up, grabbed a 
hold on the ladder, and with his 
weight, pulled it down to the open 
position so that the people could 

down to safety. 

Farina then continued to climb 
up the ladder and guided a man 
down who was frozen from shock. 
He did the same thing on the other 

pe, bringing over 20 people 
to safety. 

Even though Farina heard the 
sirens of the fire trucks approach- 
ing, he still was not sure if every- 
one had been evacuated from the 
structure, so he climbed up the fire 
escape and physically woke people 
from their sleep by breaking their 
windows and alerting them to the 
fire in progress. 


BMC to 


Dunbar: 


we are watching 


by Chris Sykes 


NEWARK — Colonel Carson 
Dunbar of the New Jersey State 
Police found himself in a position 
he may or may not be accus- 
tomed to after a distinguished 
career in law enforcement: on 
the receiving end of what 
amounted to an interrogation 
when he appeared at the Black 
Ministers’ Conference on April 
14 to talk about racial profiling 
and other issues of concern to 
minorities. 

“The minority community in 
New Jersey does not believe the 
troopers are our enemies,” said 
Reverend Reginald Jackson, the 
executive director of the NJBMC 
and the pastor of St. Matthew 
African Methodist Episcopal 
Church, Orange. “The Black 
Ministers’ Council will not let 
this issue slide because the 
media glare goes away. We will 
not rest until these issues are 
resolved.” 

‘That being the case, Dunbar 
informed the conference atten- 


dees that the of 


sos 
Colonel Carson Dunbar 
Photo by Chris Sykes 
is wrong, and we are currently in 
the process of meeting with all 
2,600 troopers and letting them 
know there is zero tolerance for 
profiling or any other discrimi- 
natory behavior.” 
Despite Dunbar and 


troopers John Hogan and James 
Kenna had uncovered no evi- 
dence of criminal wrongdoing. 
However, he said their cases will 
be turned over to the state 
police's internal affairs bureau, 
which could consider possible 
disciplinary action due to-allega- 
tions of falsification of docu- 
ments. 

A spokesperson for the 
Attorney General’s Office said 
there are no other criminal 
investigations of state troopers 
ongoing at this time. John 
Farmer, the state Attorney 
General, was in attendance at 
the NJBMC conference to back- 
up Dunbar’s assertion that the 
days of racial profiling are over 
and that steps are being taken to 
make sure they never come 
again. 

“To me it doesn’t matter if it’s 
only one person that gets 
stopped,” Dunbar said. “Profiling 


Farmer’s assertions, many of the 
clergy and other black leaders at 
the conference said they are 
moving too slowly on reforms. 
‘They also had to explain why, in 
light of the contents of two 
reports detailing the problems of 
racial profiling of motorists and 
racism and discrimination with- 
in the organization itself, more 
than 300 promotions were made 
recently. 

Some of the questions 
regarding the promotions were 
made in reference to published 
remarks from a high ranking 
officer in the. troopers who had 
apparently gone on record in 
opposition to some of the reforms 
being instituted. The officer in 
question also defended the 
recent promotions the same as 
Dunbar, but for many that was 
not good enough. 

“I think the comments that 
were made were well taken,” 


See DUNBAR, page A8 


HUD buys guns 


WASHINGTON, D.C. — On 
the eve of the one year anniver- 
sary of the shootings at 
Columbine High School in 
Colorado, Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Andrew 
Cuomo has launched a campaign 
to get unwanted guns off 
America’s streets and out of our 
communities. 

On April 18, Cuomo, on 
behalf of the Clinton 
Administration, announced the 
launching of BuyBack America, 
an unprecedented national cam- 
paign to buy back unwanted guns 
and raise awareness about gun 
safety. Eighty-four communities, 
including Newark, have pledged 
to utilize HUD funds to purchase 


where everyone can do a little 
more. 

“The city of Newark is proud 
to join with the Federal 
Department of Housing and 
Urban Development and other 
municipalities around the nation 
in America’s Gun BuyBack initia- 


In ndanin to Newark, the 
list of other New Jersey cities 
participating in the BuyBack ini- 
tiative includes Union City, 
Bayonne, Paterson, Millville, 
East Orange, and Hoboken. Each 
of the cities has a housing author- 
ity and will receive varying 
amounts of funding from HUD to 
participate in the initiative. 

Tom Mauser, the father of 


tens of th of slain Col student Daniel 
firearms, hopefully reducing Mauser, joined Cuomo in 
deaths and injuries caused by announcing the initiative. 


gun crimes, accidents and sui- 
cides. 

Cuomo also announced the 
availability of additional funds to 
enable gun buybacks to occur in 
hundreds of more communities in 
the coming year. 

“BuyBack America isn't just 
about buying back guns — it’s 
about buying back lives that 
would otherwise be lost to sense- 
less gun violence,” Cuomo said. 
“Tragically, gun violence today is 
a plague that is killing our 
fathers and mothers, our sisters 
and brothers, our wives and hus- 
bands, and even our children. 
Every gun we take off the street 
in a buyback is one less gun that 
can fall into the wrong hands and 
kill or wound an innocent victim. 
I encourage more communities to 
join us.” 

Mayor Sharpe James of 
Newark, echoed Cuomo’s senti- 
ments. He said he welcomes 
HUD's initiative in an area 


Mauser, who has taken a leave of 
absence from his job and is work- 
ing full-time to reduce gun vio- 
lence with the group SAFE 
Colorado, has become an outspo- 
ken advocate for the cause. SAFE 


is an acronym for Sane 
Alternatives to the Firearms 
Epidemic. 


“I welcome this buyback pro- 
gram because it is an effective 
way of eliminating guns from our 
streets,” Mauser said. “All of our 
institutions and leaders must do 
their part to help us reduce the 
terrible problem of gun violence 
in our country.” 

Cuomo was also joined by 
Annapolis, MD, Mayor Dean 
Johnson, whose city conducted its 
first-ever HUD-funded gun buy- 
back during the April 8th week- 
end. He was also joined by may- 
ors whose cities will conduct their 
first HUD-funded buybacks as 
part of BuyBack America in the 
future. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 


CLARK — Community Access 
Unlimited will hold its Sixteenth Annual 
Awards Night Celebration at 6:30 p.m. 
For further information, call Gail F. 
Kross at (908) 354-3040 ext. 275. 


MONTCLAIR Spence-Chapin 
Services for Families and Children is 
sponsoring an information meeting 
about African-American Infant 
Adoption at 6 p.m. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 275-1212. 


MAHWAH — Renowned Writer John 
Edgar Wideman To Speak At Ramapo 
College, from 4-6 p.m., in the Sharp 
Theater at the Berrie Center for the 
Performing and Visual Arts. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 
(THROUGH APRIL 29TH) 


MONTCLAIR — The Institute for the 
Humanities at Montclair State 
University presents an international 
three-day conference entitled “Black 
Thought and Movements in World 
History,” featuring Professor Molefi 
Kete Asante of Temple University 
beginning at 5:30 p.m. For further 
information, call (973) 655-7516 


FRIDAY, APRIL 28 


TRENTON Annual Granville 
Academy Graduation Dinner beginning 
5:45 p.m. For further information, call 
(609) 393-3229, 


NEWARK — Public Partnership spon- 
sors Career and Job Fair, from 12 -4 
p.m. For further information, contact 
Robert S. Kaplan at (973) 622-7900, 
ext. 3106. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29 


NEWARK — Garden State Ballet 
School holds Summer Scholarship 
Tryouts. For further information call 
(973) 623-1033. 


PATERSON — Celebrity song mentors 
Ray, Goodman and Brown will perform 
a benefit concert at Masonic Temple at 
10 p.m. r further information, call 
(973) 389-0111 or 904-0808. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 3 
ASBURY PARK — Evenv/ShoreCats at 


Convention Hall. For further informa- 
tion, call (732) 775-2100. 


THURSDAY, MAY 4 


MAHWAH — 100 Employers To Attend 
Job Fair At Ramapo College from 12 - 
2:30 p.m. For further information, call 
Jeremy Winter at the Cahill Center at 
Ramapo College at (201) 684-7443 


SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEWARK — Garden State ballet 
School holds Summer Scholarship 
Tryouts. For further information, call 
(973) 623-1033, 


NEWARK — Jersey Cares Invites 
Community To Jersey Cares Day: A 
Day Of Volunteering and Community 
Service 8:30 - 9 am. Volunteer ser- 
vice time is at 9 a.m. - 2 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (973) 644-4952 


NEWARK — Historic Home offers 
unique view of New Jersey's History, 
Liberty Hall museum opens at 11 a.m. 
For further information, contact Bill 
Schroh at (908) 527-0400. 


MONDAY, MAY 8 


MADISON — St. Hubert’s Animal 
Welfare Center of Madison and North 
Branch announces its second annual 
statewide Pet Food Drive. For further 
information, contact Kelly G. Vanessa 
at (908) 719-7798 or Elizabeth 
McCorkle at (973) 377-7094. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


TRENTON - Kids In Concert at the War 
Memorial Theater at 7:30 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, contact Mary Winkler 
at (973) 624-1815 ext, 22 


FRIDAY, MAY 12 


ASBURY PARK - Weird Al, will be pre- 
miering at the Paramount Theatre. For 
further information, call (732) 775- 
2100. 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK -The Paramount 

Theater is hosting a Gospel Concert 

For more information, call (732) 775- 
100. 


PLAINFIELD - New Jersey's hotly con- 
tested Seventh Congressional District 
has scheduled a candidates forum, at 
2 pm. For further information, call 
(908) 755-5846. 


Salute to Gordon Parks 


The Reel Harlem Film Foundation presents its inaugural Gordon Parks award 
to the legendary man for whom it is named at the foundation's kick-off event at 
Aron Davis Hall recently. From left: Emcee Ossie Davis, Parks, Byron Lewis of 
UniWorld Group, Reginald Scott, the Director of the Reel Harlem Film 
Foundation, and Voza Rivers, member of the foundation Board of Directors are 
all smiles at the event. 


Bollwage aids Red Cross 


beth Mayor Chris Bollwage, left, attended the First Annual American Red 
Cross Open House held by the Greater Union County - Plainfield Area Chapter 
in Elizabeth. Bollwage lauded the dedication of the Red Cross volunteers and 
signed a proclamation declaring March as American Red Cross Awareness 
Month. Joining Bollwage were members of both the Red Cross Board of 
Directors and the local Red Cross Chapter in Elizabeth. 


DeSalvo reads at NJCU 


‘Author Louise DeSalvo (right), memoirist and biographer, read excerpts from 
her books at New Jersey City University as part of a campus series on “The 
Memoir as the Genre of the 21st Century.” DeSalvo discussed the use of fami- 
ly photographs and memorabilia in her work with, from left: Karla Watkins of 
Jersey City, a NJCU senior majoring in English and journalism; Brian Kelley of 
Bayonne, a NJCU junior majoring in English and secondary education; and 
Edvige Giunta, a NICU mee jor of English and coordinator of the 
series. 


E.O. Mayor Bowser celebrates 


Mayor Robert L. Bowser along with his lovely wife Marilyn strike a beautiful 
pose at the Mayor's annual Ball held at Mayfair Farms in West Orange. 


We're 


UNTING 
on YOU! 


Get counted for 
Newark’s fair share. 


e Housing ° After School Programs 

e Job Training © Daycare 

e Free Lunches for Students and Seniors 
e Police © Hospitals 

e Tax Relief ° Meals on Wheels 

e HIV/AIDS and Homeless Assistance 


| These are some of the services Newark will lose 
if every man, woman and child is not counted in 
the US Census 2000. So make sure you take a 
few minutes to fill out and mail back the census 
form because the health and prosperity of our 
community depends on it. If you haven’t mailed 
back your form by April 19th, a census taker will 


be visiting you soon to help you fill out and 


collect the form. 


Remember that the information you submit 
is not shared by any government agency and is 
totally confidential. 


Newark Census 2000 Hot Line: (973) 733-5875 


Sponsored by 
The Newark Municipal Council, 
Mayor Sharpe James, 

The Newark Housing Authority, 
Newark Public Schools, 
Clergy and Ward Chairpersons 


This is Newark’s Future. 
Fill It Out. Send It Back. 
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© DAY OF HONOR 2000 
| PROJECT: KENNEDY FILES 
RESOLUTION 


Washington, D.C. (NNPA) —The Day of 
Honor 2000 Project saw an important 
step taken in congress regardin, is call 
for May 25, 2000 as a national day to 
honor African American, Asian aren 


Kennedy filed a resolution in the Sen- 
ate caling for May 25, 2000 as a 
National Day of Honor. In filing the res- 
ation Eaa aske hie Ga 
leagues to support the measure for a 
joint resolution with the House of Rep- 
resentative 

In remarks to his fellow senators 


Kennedy said, “Th n and women 
who fought to protect our ue eedan were 
Subject to unfair discrimination and 


have never received the recognition 
they deserve.” The resolution has 
gained bipartisan support as conserva- 
tives and liberals; Republican and 
Democratic embrace it 


U.S CONGRESSMAN 
HASTINGS INTRODUCES 
BILL Perel PLAYING 


FIELD BETWEEN ELIAN AND 
HAITIAN GIRL 
Washington, D.C — U.S. Representa- 


tive Alcee L. ‘astings (FI.D.23) is 
demanding an end to disparate treat- 


poressrey Piasinos. bill is designed 
to provide Sophonie with the same pro- 
ed opportunities as Elian Gonzalez 


special consid. 
feman Hastings 
Fareduced tne Bl not only 10 help his 
young girl, but also to illustrate the 

nily disparate treatment of refugees 
from different countries. 


than 200 years ago, "We are a govem- 
ment of laws, not ‘of me 


change 


BUSINESSMAN MAY HAVE 


BLOCKED OSCAR FOR 
WASHINGTON 


Washington, D.C. (NNPA)—According 
rt Lauderdale business- 


fone for freedom after twice being 
victed of a triple murder 

Deal's reason for not nue Oscar 
to Washington, "I openly opy 

Oscar tor Bonze! Washiogion Because 
of his disinterest in the truth and his 
Public endorsements of Carter.” 


BLACK NEWSPAPER 
Danses FIRST TO HAVE 
OL NAMED IN HIS 
3 


li Sr. may be the e A 
an news| isher to have 
a school named in his honor, the NPA 
has learned. 

Campbell, who is accustomed to firsts, 


(grades K through 8) located in South 
yhoenix, 

Campbell was Arizona's first African 
American named to the state senate. In 
that capacity, he was one of the state's 
Bioneers in legislation on bisingual edu- 

Martin Luther King Holiday 
snd ate a corsrtesion on the la- 
is of women |, who 
publisher ofthe Arizona informant in 
1971, ived his entire life in the 
ee community where the 
school has been established. The area 


“1 don't believe in rocking the boat, 
said the veteran publisher who currently 
serves on the board of directors for the 


damned thing over to see who can 
swim.” 


Anniversary week starts with 
church service, memorial race 


By Colleen Slevin 


LITTLETON, Colo. (AP). _ 
Pastor Billy Epperhart was here 
for some of Columbine’s darkest 
moments. Now he expects to see 
some of its brightest. 

“Pm telling you this commu- 
nity will not just be known for 
tragedy but for recovery,” Epper- 
hart said Sunday at Trinity 
Christian Center, as Columbine 
High School began a week-long 
commemoration of the first 
anniversary of the nation’s worst 
school shooting. 

Epperhart officiated at the 
funerals of four Columbine vic- 
tims after 12 students, a teacher 
and two teen gunmen died at the 
high school last April 20. Sun- 
day, he and others reflected on 
holding onto hope. 

Epperhart used the example 
of Jesus raising Lazarus after he 
had been dead four days and 
placed in a tomb. 

“I believe that God can stand 
at the tomb of this community 
and say come forth,” Epperhart 


said. 
Littleton has endured other 


tragedies since the Columbine 
shooting. Trinity is only a few 
hundred feet from the sandwich 
shop where two Columbine stu- 
dents were killed Feb. 14. 

Epperhart acknowledged 
that the community is still raw, 
but he said people should accept 
what happened and forgive those 
involved so that they are not par- 
alyzed by it. 

In northeast Denver, more 
than 20 relatives and friends of 
Columbine victims attended ser- 
vice at Macedonia Baptist 
Church, where slain student Isa- 
iah Sholes sometimes attended 
service. The predominantly black 
church donated $2,500 to rebuild 
the library where 12 people died 
in the shootings. 

“Our communities are far 

part, but we are the same peo- 
ple, both touched by tragedy and 
violence,” said Sue Petrone, 
mother of slain student Daniel 
Rohrboug! 

Officials expect as many as 
100,000 people at the school and 
adjacent Clement Park on the 
first anniversary. The estimate is 
based on the crowds in Okla- 


Pressure Builds To Abolish 


By Farah Khan 


Cape Town, South Africa 
(NNPA) — As over a thousan 
protesters gather in the United 
States capitol recently to aggres- 
sively protest the International 
Monetary Fund and the World 
Bank’s lending practices in third 
world countries, African leaders 
gathered to strategize on abol- 
ishing paralyzing debts owed to 


Western countries in their 
entirety. 
While American students 


struggled with police on the 
streets of Washington, DC— 
causing that city to spend over 
5 million in crowd control— 
Africans half a world away took 
their own steps in freeing their 
countries of crippling western 
debts. > 


In Cape Town, to the gentle 
sounds of a marimba, the speak- 
er of South Africa’s parliament, 
Frene Ginwala, and former Zam- 
bian president, Kenneth Kaun- 
da, snipped open the paper 
mache chains holding captive a 
toy globe. 

The two leaders performed the 
gesture symbolizing the freeing 
of nations enchained by foreign 
debt at a special Sunday service 
at Cape Town's St. George’s 
cathedral. 

They were among a host of 
senior politicians from the 
Southern African Development 
Community (SADC) region sup- 
porting Jubilee 2000 and the 
scrapping of Mozambique’s for- 
eign debt. 

The immediate, total and 
unconditional debt cancellation 
of Mozambique’s foreign debt is 
key to the long-term reconstruc- 
tion of the country,” said ANC 
Member of Parliament Rob 
Davies in a motion before parlia- 
ment. 

Jubilee 2000 is a global 
alliance that fights for debt can- 
cellation in the Third World. 
Presently, it's focusing on the 


Whereas civil society and gov- 
ernments held very. divergent 
views, there is a new focus on the 
debt web its spins for any devel- 
opment initiatives. 

At this month's Africa-EU 
Summit in Cairo as well as at 
last week's G77 South-South 
summit in Havana, government 
leaders have spoken out on the 
need for enhanced debt relief and 
even in some cases, for debt can- 
cellation. 


Conne 


homa City on the first anniver- 
sary of that city’s 1995 bombing. 

A sheriff's command post has 
been set up in the park for para- 
medics and deputies. As many as 
70 deputies on foot, horse and 
bieycle will patrol the area this 
week, with about 30 members of 
the sheriffs reserve unit on 
hanı 

At Clement Park, the 
Columbine Memorial 5-K Run 
and Walk raised money for three 
$5,000 scholarships last week. 


event sponsored by the school, 
and 2,400 people participated. 

Columbine „juniors Lindsay 
Hamilton and Dan Arnold felt 
tired just standing near the 
starting line of the run. They 
came straight to the race from 
the prom and the parties that fol- 
lowed. 

Lindsay was glad to have had 
the prom to look forward to 
before the first anniversary of 
the shootings, and she enjoyed 
the r 


s heartwarming. But it’s 
also hard because it’s starting 
the week.” 


Africa’s Debt 


South African President Thabo 
Mbeki told the Havana meeting 
that “(greedy) countries of the 
north came to Mozambique to 
help it cope with the very serious 
flood disaster.” 

He added that “a week after 
they arrived to demonstrate this 
global solidarity, they refused to 
do the most obvious thing to 
express solidarity with the suf- 
fering Mozambican people: to 
cancel its debt.” 


CiryN 
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Remembering the 
Oklahoma Bombing 


PJ Allen was one of the five children hospitalized with life-threatening 
injuries following the 1995 Bombing. He is pictured standing by the 
chair ing victim LaKesha evy. Levy was in the 
First Floor Social Security Administration Office located in the Alfred 


w/Je y : 


P. Murrah Federal Building. Photo by Terry Farmer 


_ | Age of Informatior 


New Jersey Performing Arts Center 
For... Ticketys...Call (973) 642-4400. 


afte 
debtor nations in the North 
declined to cancel Mozambique’s 
debts despite the devastating 
floods that wracked what is still 
the world’s poorest nation. 

At the church service, Kaun- 
da added, “Mozambique paid its 
debt to the world when it fought 
apartheid. It’s now time for the 
world to pay its debt to Mozam- 
bique.” 

Instead, Mozambique’s 
debtors have only postponed the 
payments, which amount to $1.4- 
million per week. The Mozambi- 
can government will have to 
resume payments next year. 

Cancellation is “not only just, 
but essential if Mozambique is to 
overcome its history of wars and 
now the floods,” said Mercia 
eters of the SA NGO Coali- 


oe with parliament’s endorse- 
ment of its latest campaign, 
Jubilee 2000 South Africa is 
growing in influence. 

Its patrons include the Angli- 
can Archbishop, Njongonkulu 
Ndungane, who is as much an 
activist priest as his predecessor 
Desmond Tutu; Nelson Man- 
dela’s pioeraphed Fatima Meer 
and the author Dennis Brutus. 
Jubilee 2000 South Africa is sup- 
ported by the 1.8-million strong 
Congress of SA Trade Unions as 
well as by the NGO Coalition. 

“There is an increasing conver- 
gence of political opinion on 
debt,” says Neville Gabriel, the 
spokesperson of Jubilee 2000 in 
South Africa. 
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Gas moves more than cars 


A Smart Breed 


Secretary of State DeForest “Buster” 


the 2°4 Annual Youth Conference held at the University of Med- 
icine and Dentistry of New Jersey, which focused on combating 
teen pregnancy. During his address the Secretary said this gen- 
eration of youth are much smarter than those who have come 
before them -and he could not have made a truer statement 
Really, when you consider that the kids now-a-days are not the 
least bit afraid to voice their opinions. As elders we might not 
like how they pose what they say, but nevertheless, these kids 
today speak with a spitfire tongue upholding many truths. 

Some of today's youth, might seem to be a real defiant group. 
That's in part because they have had to basically raise them- 
selves devoid of the love that nurtures all human beings. They 
have been labeled Generation X, besides other things. What pre- 
vious generations have taken for granted — a loving home, food 
lon the table, a roof overhead, clean clothes to wear, have not 
loften been the case for youngsters today. Therefore, they have 
gravitated to gangs and have looked for love in all the wrong 
places. These are the young people you will always read about 
But there’s another group who are doing great things in their 
community and they’re called the “Power Kids” from UMDNJ 
They are an awesome bunch of smart kids doing remarkable 
things in educating their peers about HIV, AIDS and teen preg- 
nancy. Lo get the full scoop on this dynamic group tune into City 


Soaries recently addressed 


By Bill Marable 


Have you noticed anything 
different at the supermarket 
lately? If not, chances are you 
will on your next visit. 

How about at your favorite 
department store? Are those 

os Wednesday, 
os a tching as 
those of a year ago? Recently, a 
of this nation’s indepen- 
actor-trailer drivers used 
the Capito] as their personal 
truck stop. After conyoying 
across the country, giving cry to 
select audiences along the way, 
the truckers used the Mall at 
Third and Constitution Avenue 
as a backdrop to deliver this 
message to U.S. lawmakers: 

“High gas prices are driving 
us out of business!” 


The price of gasoline at the 
pump has risen so dramatically 
over the past three months that, 
according to a Washington Post 
report, “the value of used trucks 
has decreased by 20 percent,” a 
direct result of the amount of 
tractor-trailer drivers who have 
called it quits. 


Slowing of the Economy 


For months now, Ameri 
top economist, Allen Greenspan, 
has been searching for a way to 
slow down the economy. His rea- 
son, in a nutshell, is that an 
economy that continues to spend 
and not save is an economy des- 
tined to fall 

His argument can be based 
upon a number of “indicators.” 

1. Few of the millions of peo- 


ple responsible for keeping this 
economy moving are saving for a 
rainy day. 

2. More new homes have 
been constructed over the last 
three years than in any other 
period in recent history. 

3. Unemployment — nation- 
ally — is at an all-time low 

4. The stock market is as 
volatile as a bottle of nitro in an 
earthquake. 


Things to Watch 


1. The gas pump. 

Prices have increased to as 
much as $3 per gallon in some 
states. 

2. The price of airline tickets 
will soon soar it’s a fuel driven 
industry. 

3. The price of produce at the 


supermarket. 

Farmers are going to have to 
pass the increased cost of pro- 
duction on to the consumer it’s a 
fuel driven industry 

4. The price of dry goods at 
the department store. 

As the cost of shipment 
begins to take effect, so will the 
cost on the rack it’s a fuel driven 
industry. 

5. Your utility bill. 

Gas is gas and high prices 
are high prices it’s a fuel dri- 
venindustry. 


Call for Relief 


Last time, it was the truck- 
ers mounting their second 
assault on the White House, 
demanding relief. The American 
consumer just might be next. 


|News next week. 


This letter is addressed to 
everyone in Newark. who was 
outraged at the reduction in the 
number of hours residents were 
given to vote for the Newark 
Board of Education’s Advisory 
Board on April 18. 

I have been patiently waiting 
for this issue to be brought to the 
attention of the public with an 
explanation from those who 
made such an insensitive deci- 
sion. To date, none has. been 
forthcoming. Therefore, I feel 
compelled to “speak my piece.” 

For the first time in five 
years, we have the opportunity 
and obligation to vote in an elec- 
tion that is more important than 
any other election. This election 
is about the fate and future of 
our children. We talk a “good 
game,” about our children, the 
condition of our schools, the need 
for an enhanced curriculum and 


cy, 
are allowing those in power to 
decide that children are not 
important enough to have equal 
time to exercise our right to vote 
as in other elections 

To reduce the hours from 
what is normally allotted to 2 to 
9 p.m. is an insult to us. They 
made the decision that Newar 
children are not worth the 
investment to have had the polls 
open all day. 

Whatever needs to happen to 
right this disenfranchisement 
should be addressed and done so 
immediately. It has been said, if 
you think education is expensive, 
try ignorance 

If we don’t support our chil 
dren, no one else will. Give us 
back our right to vote on our 
time, not yours 


Mildred C.Crump 
Newark 


Do you have an opinion to share? 


Words, truth and the confederate flag 


By Alice Bernstein 


As an American and a person passion- 
ately against racism, I say it is wrong for 
Virginia's Gov. James Gilmore III to declare 
April as Confederate History Month, for the 
same reason that it is wrong for the Confed- 
erate battle flag to be flown over the South 
Carolina statehouse building or any other. 

I am proud to agree with Rev. Gerald O. 
Glenn who leads the protest against a month 
honoring the Confederacy and with the 
50,000 people who demonstrated on Martin 
Luther King Day demanding the flag’s 
removal from government buildings: 


At the heart of these matters is what I 
am grateful I learned from Aesthetic Real- 
ism, the education founded by America’s 
great poet and historian Eli Siegel, about the 
fight in everyone between respect or con- 
tempt for the world. 

“The deepest desire of every person,” Mr. 
Siegel explained, “is to like the world on an 
honest basis.” 

This desire is the source of art, truth, 
good sense. He also explained the cause of 
every injustice, from a “little lie,” to the 
deadly forms of crime, racism, war—con- 
tempt, “the addition to self through the less- 
ening off something else.” 

It is urgent that everyone learn from 


ourselves. This study can end racism, and 
enables marriages to be kind, children to 
learn, violence to end. 

In the international periodical The Right 
of Aesthetic Realism to Be Known, Ellen 
Reiss, Class Chairman of Aesthetic Realism, 
writes definitively on this subject and I want 
everyone to know it. 

Reiss says: “The Confederacy arose from 
something completely hideous: the feeling in 
persons that other human beings should be 
their property.” 

The reason the Southern states seceded 
from the Union in 1861 was to be able to pre- 
serve slavery. 

South Carolina might just as well dis- 


It is abominable that vestiges of it are in 
S Florida and other 


Georgia, sippi, 


Aesthetic Realism how to honestly like the 


world, and to criticize contempt, including in 


play a bullwhip and auction. 


Wisdom from the ancestors 


By Conrad W. Worrill 


African people throughout 
the world are uniformly under 
the yoke of white supremacy, 
This has created tremendous 
problems for us as a people 


There are solutions të these 
problems that we mgst be 
reminded of time anf time 
again. These solutions have 
come from the wisdony of the 
ancestors and theif deep 
thought. f 


Many of the solutions to the 
problems, and crisis of African 
people, have been sdt forth by 
our thinkers and aetifists of the 
nineteenth and twentieth-cen- 


turies. From time to time move 
ments have unfolded. that have 
picked up on the ideas of these 
thinkers and activists. 

When this has occurred seri- 
ous challenges to breaking the 
yoke of white supremacy seemed 
within reach. However, due to 
internal and external manipula- 
tions of these movements they 
become short lived. 

For example, one of the most 
successful of these movements 
was the Garvey Movement of the 
1920 

‘As African people face the 
twenty-first-century, it is imper- 
ative that we collectively find 
solutions to the many problems. 


we face as a people. Many of 
these solutions are rooted in our 
historical efforts to dismantle 
white supremacy. 

Let us briefly examine some 
of the ideas our leaders present- 
ed in the nineteenth and early 
twentieth centuries that should 
be the foundation for establish- 
ing and finding solutions at this 
critical juncture in the history of 
African people. 

Jean Jacques Dessalines; one 
of the leaders of the Haitian Rev- 
olution in the late eighteenth 
and early nineteenth-century 
had much to say about the plight 
can peoples everywhere. 
“Never again shall a colonist, 


or European, set his foot upon 
this territory with the title of 
master or proprietor,” he said. 
“This resolution shall hencefor- 
ward form the basis of our con- 
stitution.” 

Henry Highland Garnet, a 
mid-nineteenth-century Black. 
Nationalist thinker and organiz- 
er also had something to say on 
the subject. He explained in the 
following statement that African 
people need “a grand center of 
Negro nationality, from which 
shall flow the streams of com- 
mercial, intellectual, and politi- 
cal power which shall make col- 
ored people respected every- 
where.” 
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How Denzel was robbed 


By Earl Ofari Hutchinson 


The man probably least surprised when 
pre-Oscar night favorite Denzel Washington 
did not grab the Oscar for his winning per- 
formance as boxer Rubin “Hurricane” Carter 
in the film “Hurricane,” was Denzel Wash- 
ington. 

I'm sure he reads the three Hollywood 
trade papers, the Daily Variety, Weekly 
Variety and the Hollywood Reporter, and he 
knew from even the most cursory reading 
that his chance to become only the second 
African-American to win the top acting 
award in the 72-year history. of the Academy 
Awards ceremony washed away months 
before the night of the awards. 

That was when DreamWorks, a creation 
of film director Steven Spielberg and his 
pals, made a decision to pour close to a $1 
million (known) into an ad, promotional and 
lobbying campaign to virtually buy an aca 
emy award for its film “American Beauty,” 
and anyone involved in the making of the 
film. 

DreamWorks executives remembered 
how their film “Saving Private Ryan,” lost 
the best picture award in 1999 to Miramax 
Studios’ “Shakespeare in Love.” Dream- 
Works screamed that Miramax won the 
award because it dumped money into a last 
minute ad and promotional blitz for the film. 
DreamWorks was determined to rip the page 
from Miramax’s text. 

Even before a single movie patron had 
seen “American Beauty,” DreamWorks PR 
hirelings schmoozed and stroked reviewers 
and critics to get them to gush over the film. 
They trotted out their top stars, Kevin 
Spacey and Annette Bening, and director 
Sam Mendes for appearances on major talk 
shows to hype the film. They sent their 
writer, Alan Ball, to celebrity dinners and 
tributes to hob-knob with academy voters. 
The strategy was to keep the film and its 
performers in the eye of as many of the more 
than 5,600 Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Science members that pick the Oscar 
winners as possible. The ploy worked. 
DreamWorks’ lavish cash spree tipped the 
scales in favor of the film and Spacey for best 
actor. 

But there were other heavy feet tipping 


the scales against Washington. Many film 
critics nit-picked the film to death for its 
alleged inaccuracies and glorification of 
Carter's life. The critics’ campaign to trash 
“Hurricane,” almost certainly chased some 
Academy votes away from Washington. The 
same critics barely uttered a peep about the 
inaccuracies in the film, “Boys Don’t Cry.” A 
glaring omission was there was no mention 
that the reason that female Teena Brandon 
became transsexual Brandon Teena, on 
whose story the film is based, was because 
she was raped. But this didn’t seare voters 
away from awarding the best actress award 
to Hillary Swank for portraying Teena 
‘Another heavy foot on the scales against 
Washington was that of a group that called 
itself The Families of Rubin “Hurricane” 
Carter’s victims. Presumably, the group is 
made up of family members of the three men 
Carter was charged with murdering, 
although the identities of these Carter 
haters remain unknown. Their mission was 
to raise as much hell — 
as possible about the 
film and Carter. A 
spokesman for the 
group claimed they 
were able to lobby 
more than a thousand 
academy members to 
snub the film (i.e. 
Washington). Whether | 
true or not, the fact 


that such a group 

existed, if nowhere Vyear g s9 Journal 
other than on paper, Bont 1 year 

robabl convinced inorit 

oan pr mem- § J $10 Business, Pjgectory a take 
bers. inclined to lac! 

reward Washington Annuali rates 


with the award to 
change their minds. 
Washington could 
find few black acade- 
my supporters to off- |- 


SA $39 Ciry News 


ble in the voting ranks of academy members. 
Less than 200 of the academy voters are 
black. This does much to explain why in the 
decades that Hollywood has ladled out its 
top awards to a grand total of six blacks, and 
that includes Washington for a best support- 
ing actor award in 1989 and Sidney Poitier 
for best actor for his role as Homer Smith, 
the happy-go-lucky traveling laborer in 
Lilies of the Field in 1963, have won awards. 

The machinations by the studios, critics, 
and academy members at this year’s acade- 
my awards ceremony gave lie to Hollywood’s 
claim that the academy awards go purely for 
merit and performance. 


Earl Ofari Hutchinson is the author of 
the forthcoming, The Disappearance of 
Black Leadership (Middle Passage Press, 
Los Angeles, May 2000) To order, call (323) 
298-0266. He is also director of the 
National Allian Center for Positive 
Action. email:ehutchi344@aol.com. 
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 


NEWARK - The NY/NJ Minority 
Purchasing Council, will be holding its 
3rd “Information Exchange,” at 9 a.m 
For further information, call (973) 430- 
6320. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 


NEW BRUNSWICK Publi 
Conference To Explore Planning For 
Golden Years. Free public confer- 
ence on “Aging and the Law”. For fur- 
ther information, contact Florence 
Nathan at (732) 937-7518. 


FRIDAY, APRIL 28 


NEW YORK - Festival Productions, 
Inc. presents New Orleans Jazz & 
Heritage Festival. For further informa- 
tion, contact George Wein, CEO at 
(212) 496-9000. 


MONDAY, MAY 1 


SECAUCUS -The New Jersey 
Society of CPAs Education 
Foundation will host the 2000 


Business & Technology Show & 


Conference, thorough May 2. For 
more information, call (212) 286- 
0333. 

TUESDAY, MAY 2 
NEW BRUNSWICK - State Bar 


Foundation to Hold Legal Information 
Workshop. Attorneys interested in 
leaming more about providing pro- 
bono services to clients with HIV or 
Aids are invited to a free legal infor- 
mation workshop from 5:30 to 9 p.m. 
For further information, call Florence 
Nathan at (732) 937-7518 or 1-800 
FREE LAW. 


NEW BRUNSWICK - Family Law 
Attorneys to Discuss Divorce At Free 
Seminar, from 7-9 p.m. For further 
information, call Florence Nathan at 
(732) 937-7518, 


SUNDAY, MAY 7 


W YORK - Playboy Jazz at 
Beverly Hills Sundays in the City. For 
further information contact George 
Wein, CEO at (212) 496-9000. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


NEWARK - GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance Program: Small 
business Financials & Taxes. 
Classes start at 8:30 - 11:30 a.m. in 
the RBP Conference Room. For fur 
ther information, contact Tendai 
Ndoro at (973) 242°4128, 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


NEWARK - Newark International 
Airport Eighth Annual 2000 Aviation 
Career and Education Expo from 8:30 
a.m. to 2 p.m. For additional informa- 
tion, contact lola E. Davis at Port 
Authority at (973) 961-6265 


THURSDAY, JUNE 8 


NEWARK GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance Program: 
Business Marketing & Sales from 
8:30-11:30 a.m. For further informa- 
tion, contact Tendai Ndoro at (973) 
242-4128. 


THURSDAY, JULY 13 


NEWARK - GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance Program semi- 
nar: Develop A Business Idea & 
GNBDC/SBA Microloan Application. 
Class is from 8:30-11:30 a.m, For fur- 
ther information, contact Tendai 
Ndoro at (973) 242-4128. 


THURSDAY, AUGUST 10 


NEWARK - GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance , Program: 
Develop ə Business Plan, classes 
begin at 8:30-11:30 a.m. For further 
information, contact Tendai Ndoro at 
(973) 242-4128. 


THIURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 


NEWARK - GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance Program: 
Purchasing & Inventory Business 
Operating Systems Set-up. Classes 
are from 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 


THURSDAY, OCTOBER 12 


NEWARK - GNBDC Training & 
Technical Assistance Program: Basic 
Intenet Computer Skills. Classes are 
from. 8:30-11:30 a.m. in the RBP 

* Conference Room. For further infor- 
mation, contact Tendai Ndoro at (973) 
242-4128. 
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Fannie Mae guidelines to combat 
predatory lending practicies 


stripping them of wealth and 
equity, we feel an obligation to 
clearly state our expectations 
and standards.” 

Steering For loans delivered 
to Fannie Mae, the company 
expects that lenders will have 
determined the borrower's abili- 
ty and willingness to repay the 
mortgage debt regardless of the 
underwriting method the lender 
uses. In addition, lenders should 
have practices and procedures to 
offer mortgage applicants the 
full range of products for whic 
they qualify, and should specifi- 
cally avoid the steering of bor- 
rowers to high-cost produets that 
are designed for less creditwor- 


WASHINGTON, DC - To 
help protect consumers from 
abusive leading practices, the 
nation’s largest source of financ- 
ing for home mortgages has 
established new anti-predatory 
lending policies for the loans it 
purchases from lenders. 

“We have an obligation lo 
define the loans we will not buy 
and practices we will not support 
practices that can have the effect 
of encouraging predatory lend- 
ing,” said Franklin D. Raines, 
Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of Fannie Mae 

“Many of these practices such 


as eani stripping, 

ces nd prepayment 
fendlticd lake Mai eafiordable 
mortgage opportunitiesfrom 


those borrowers who need it the 
most.“ 

“The vast majority of lenders 
provide the highest level of con- 
sumer service and treat their 
customers honestly and respect- 

y. Together, they and we 
M ded it aee tua 
U.S. homeownership rate lo the 
highest level ever,” said Raines 
yesterday to a group of housing 
leaders 

“But in light of recent indis 


putable evidence that some 
predators are taking unfair 
advantage of s and 


yborr the 
E laualiy tor Uer M Prod. 
ucts. 


imilarly, consumers who 
seekfinancing through a lender’s 
higher-priced supreme lending 
channel should be offered (or 
directed toward). the lender's 
standard mortgae product line if 
they are able lo qualify for one of 
thestandard products. 
lender also may choose lo 
employ Fannie Mac’s automated 
underwriting software. Desktop 
Underwriter, in which the bor- 
rower’s ability to repay the debt 
is one of the key components for 
evaluating the eligibility of indi- 
vidual mortgages for delivery to 
Fannie Mae. 
DU provides lender with a 


and brokers can charge a bor- 
rower when a mortgage is origi- 
nated and should apply those 
policies consistently. 

For loans delivered to Fannie 
Mae, the points and fees charged 
to borrower should not exceed 5 
percent, except where this would 
result in an unprofitable origina- 
tion(for example, because of the 

smal! size of the loan). In’ addi- 
tion, we will not purchase a 
mortgage that is subject to the 
requirements in T Home 
Ownership Equity 
Protection Act of] ee that seg 
to “high-cost” mortgages. 


Prepaid Single Premium 
Credit Life Insurance 
Policies 

Fannie Mae will not pur- 
chase or securitize any mortgage 
for which a prepaid single-pre- 
mium credit life insurance policy 
was sold to the borrower in con- 
nection with the origination of 
the mortgage loan, regardless of 
whether the premium is 
financed in the mortgage 
amount or paid from the borrow- 
er’s funds. 

This does not apply to credit 
life insurance policies that 
require separately identified pre- 
mium payments on a monthly or 
annual basis or to prepaid haz- 
ard, flood, or mortgage insurance 
policies. 


a prepayment penalty should be 
adequately disclosed to the bor- 
rower; and, the prepayment 
penalty should not be charged 
when the mortgage debt is accel- 
erated as the result of the bor- 
rower’s default in making his or 
her mortgage payments. 


Full-file Credit Reporting 

Fannie Mae believes that it 
is important for a borrower's 
entire payment history to be 
reported to the credit reposito- 
ries since that gives a borrower 
who has a good payment record 
more opportunities to obtain new 
financing (and better mortgage 
terms) when the need arises 

Therefore, the company 
restated its policy that lenders 
must report on the status of any 
Fannie Mae loan that they are 
servicing each month to the cred- 
it repositories. 


Servicing Practices 

Fannie Mae generally 
requires servicers to maintain 
escrow deposit accounts for the 
monthly deposit of funds to pay 
taxes, ground rents, mortgage 
insurance premiums, ete. In 
some cases, the company will 


State Chamber, 
SBA conference 
to focus on 
technology, 
marketing 


TRENTON - The New Jersey 

Chamber of Commerce and the 
mall Business 
Administration (SBA) will host 
the 3rd Annual New Jersey 
Conference for Small Business 
on May 19 at the Brunswick 
Hilton in East Brunswick. The 
symposium for entrepreneurs, 
scheduled from 8:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m. will feature workshops on 
key issues presentations by 
small business experts, network- 
d 


ing opportunities and over 40 
This year, the 
majority of the 
conference will 
focus on technology 
and marketing 
topics. 


exhibits. This year, the majority 
of the conference will focus on 
technology and marketing top- 
ies. 

The conference kicks off with 
keynote speaker Rick Cerone, 
former catcher for the New York 
Yankees and founder of the 
minor league Newark Bears. He 
will talk about the difficulties of 


allow its servicers to waive the 
on a case-b; 


basis 

However, the company sug- 
gests that waivers should not be 
granted in the case of borrowers 


credit 
tion) With can helpame Ider 
determine the best terms for 
which the borrower qualifies. 
This helps protect the bor- 
rower against steering. 
UsingDU in conjunction with the 
additional policies stated below 
ses some of the lending 
EERE O, P 
Mae and the industry can com- 
bat predatory lending practices 


Excessive Fees 

Lenders should have their 
own guidelines and policies that 
address the fees thatoriginators 


Fannie Mae will only consid- 
er allowing prepayment penal- 
ties under the terms of a negoti- 
ated contract, and where the 
lender adheres to the following 
criteria: a mortgage that has a 
prepayment penalty should pro- 
vide some benefit’ to the borrow- 
er (such as a rate or fee reduction 
for accepting the prepayment 
premium); the borrower also 
should be offered the choice of 
another mortgage product that 
does not require payment of such 
a premium; the terms of the 
mortgage provision that requires 


with credit records to 
protect them from additional 
risk of default. 

“Predatory lending violates 
three basic mortgage consumer 
rights: the right To access to 
suitable mortgage credit; the 
right to the lowest cost mortgage 
for which a consumer can quali- 
fy; and, the right to know the 


true cost of a mortgage.” said 
Raines. “We will work with 
community advocates and 


lenders to stamp out predatory 
lending practices, which prohibit 
a consumer’s ability to access 
mortgage credit fairly.” 


SBA, NTHP encourage 
economic revitilzation 


WASHINGTON DC — A 
new alliance between the U.S. 
Small Business 
Administration (SBA) and the 
National Trust for Historic 
Preservation (NTHP) will 
encourage economic revitaliza- 
tion of local commercial dis- 
tricts in cities and towns 
across the country, SBA 
Administrator Aida Alvarez 
announced recently. 

Alvaréz signed the agree- 
ment in Boston with NTHP 
President Richard Moe, during 
NTHP’s National Town 
Meeting on Main Street, where 
she was a featured speaker. 

“This partnership makes 
perfect sense,” Alvarez said. 
“Our agendas overlap so much 
that it’s time we work together 
our strategies, as 


“This is the simple reality: 
National Trust’s Main 


the 
Street program is the leading 
commercial district revitaliza- 
tion program in the country, 
and the SBA is the nation’s 


leading financial backer of 
small businesses.” 

“Frankly, I think it’s fair to 
say that you can’t have one 
without the other,” Alvarez 
said. ; 

“Our programs ought to 
work together because working 
together will help small busi- 
ness owners and their commu- 


SBA ADS 
AUCTION OUTLET 


COMPUTERS, ELECTRONICS, PAGERS & PHONES 


Authorized Distributor of 
OMNIPOINT 


776 Broad Street 
Newark, NJ 07102 
Tel (973) 623-2593 
Fax (973) 623-0307 


nities achieve their goals.” 

e agreement commits 
SBA and NTHP to work 
together over the next six 
months in one major urban 
area — Boston — and one 
largely rural state — Indiana 
— to determine how best to 
combine the resources of the 
two organizations to boost eco- 
nomic growth in local commer- 
cial districts. 

“We are going to find out 
which of our resources are the 
most useful, and we are going 
to figure out how those 
resources ought to be 
deployed,” Alvarez said. 

“Then we'll have a model 
that we can share with the rest 
of the SBA’s 70 district offices 
and the rest of the National 

st’! „1:500 Main Street 


his partnership will com- 
bine our resources to build up 
the small businesses that cre- 
ate jobs, generate economic 
growth and give stability to 
communities,” Alvarez 


“By doing so, we will help 
preserve the rich assets — the 
architecture, the personal ser- 
vice and the sense of place — 
of our Main Streets and our 
all 


downtowns 
America.” 
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Ali's 10096 Uncut Oils 
Ali Rasool 
Discount On Refills 
“We Appreciate Our Customers” 
26 Branford Place 


Bus. (973) 824-7353 
Fax (973) 824-1623 
wwe. islamicproducts,convali htm 
email:aliuncut@bellatlantic.net 
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Leased SUV with 


— Wheel Drive 


Cell Phone 


being an entrer and the 
struggles he faced starting a 
baseball team from scratch. 

Ten workshops will, be 
offered, covering such topics as 
e-commerce an e Internet, 
public relations and advertising, 
database marketing, hiring tech- 
nology consultants, finding top- 
notch employees, securing loans, 
and programs offered by the 
SBA. Over 40 exhibitors will also 
be present showcasing the many 
products and services available 
to small business owners. 

Attendees can also sign up 
for one-on-one business counsel- 
ing, compliments of the New 

jersey mall Business 
Development Center, to meet 
with a NJSBDC counselor or at 
the conference. 
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GMAC 


shifts you into gear with leasing made simple. 


GMAC must approve lease. Conipatlags based ona Bank Rate Monitor survey of the five largest banks in the 25 


largest oe areas comparing 


$70,000 0 
with a pu urchase, 


ypical $20,000 ai 


nd $40,000 bank Loans versus the average 
t $40.000 vehicle. Payment difference may vary 
the buyer owns the vehicle. At the end of a 


‘SmaeTLease contract, the lessee can return the vehicle or exercise the purchase option. GMAC is a registered service 


mark of the General Motors Acceptance Corporation. ©2000 GMAC. All Rights 
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Make Each 
Day of Your 
Life Happier 


Every day... 
Share a kind word with a 
friend. 
Give away a smile. 
Tell one secret. 
Listen to what someone has 
to say. 
Listen with your heart 
to what someone has to say. 
Try one new thing. 
Forgive one person who has 
hurt you. 
Forgive yourself for past 
mistakes. 
Realize your imperfections. 
Discover your possibilities. 
Make a new friend. 
Accept responsibility 
for everything you do, 
Refuse responsibility 

į for anyone else’s actions. 
Dream one dream. 

$ Cherish what you have. 

í Cherish who you are. 

i Love your life. 


« Gospel Insider would like to wel- 

> come, the following newspapers Into 
the Gospel insider family: The Balti- 
more Times, The Carolinian(Ralelgh), 
4 Birmingham World, The Lou: 

iy (New Orleans), The Michigan 
« Ghrontele Detrol, The Philadelphia 
jew Observer, and the City News, 

Newark 


Stellar Gospel Artist 
Fred Hammond 
will release the follow-up to his 
doul 
f Life 
was released in March 
rpose By Design”, 
the new project is an innovative mix 
of studio and live recordings. 


Annointed harpist 
Jeff Majors 
has just released a CD entitled 
Sacred 20 
featuring contemy 
versions of assle Negro Spirituals. The 
legendary Albertina Walker lends her 
Voice to the project and the song 


just Another Day’ 
Sacred 2000 isin stores now. 


GOSPEL INSIDER 
recommends 
“Casting the First Stone” 
by best selling author, 


Kimberla Lawson Roby. 
toby ‘s novel expl 


Five million listeners can hear GOSPEL 
INSIDER daily in IOO-plus U.S, Markets. 
some of our radio affiliates include: 


WTHB-AM Augusta; 
WYLD-AM in New Origens; WMGHLAM 


Bnd WTMR-AM in Philadelphia, 


Contact your local station for air times. 
if your local station does not air GOSPEL 
INSIDER or GOSPEL INSIDER 2000, call 
them and request that they air the show 
or e-mail us at 
‘gospelinsider @ dbiackmonbroadcasting.com. 


ws Religion Seain 
) St., Suite 1 F 
NJ 071 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


“It would behoove 
African Americans to 
remember that history 
forgets first, those who 
forget themselves.“ 

Randall Robinson 


“If we don’t know 
our history, or if we 
make our history 
unconscious an 
therefore place it out of 
awareness, that uncon- 
scious history becomes a 
source of unconscious 
motivation, then why we 
behave the way we do 
becomes a puzzle. We're con- 
fused by our own behavior. If 
we want to know-why we behave 
the way we do then we must 
know our history: the uncon- 
scious must be made conscious. “ 
Dr. Amos Wilson 
When we look at the condi- 
tions of our lives and our com- 
munities, we see effects that are 
the consequences of our behav- 
iors and the behaviors of others. 
Often we are confounded as 
to how and why we are where we 
are. Too frequently we think 
things are the way they are 
because this is the way they 
should be. Or worse, we think we 
are where we are due to some 
innate flaw in us as a people 
rather than looking at our lives 
from the broader perspective of 
the history of American slavery, 
social engineering or under- 
standing the forces that have 
impacted upon us for the last 376 
years. We forget that we have 
hilation, ion, racial 


Religion 


nity 
and, 
more 


importantly, 

those we fail to recog- 

nize, are due primarily to a 
debilitating multi-generational 
legacy of slavery, socio-economic 
peonage and racial caste. If we 
are to ever extricate ourselves 
from the death throes of the psy- 
chopathy of white supremacy, we 
must rediscover all our history; 
what we were before the coming 
of Caucasians (Arabs and Euro- 
peans) what has been done to 
by them; what our potential is; 
and what our options are. 

The goals of psychotherapy 
are to get the patient to discuss 
his or her anxieties, their inner- 
most life experiences, ideation 
and feelings in a non judgmental $ 


Photo of newly freed slaves 
courtesty of the Shomburg Center for 
Research in Black Culture - Harlem, NY 
The good news is, we 
are not powerless or 
inferior beings. We have 
the ability to think and 
act any way we choose. 


effectively interpret the causes of 
our anxieties and examine our 
> life experiences, with the goal of 

‘bur problems, the 


under: 
tive adjustment to their environ- 


caste and menticide. 
The obvious ‘pathologies we 
see in ourselves and our commu- 


NAACP 86th annual 
Freedom Observance 


ment. By that reckoning) the 
only aray. we tated peopiġ A 


NEWARK — The Rev. Mil- 
ton Bigghman will be the fea- 
tured gospel artist at the 86” 
Annual Freedom Observance 
Gospel-Fest held at Metropoli- 
tan Baptist Church, 149 Spring- 
fieLd Avenue, Newark. Joining 
the festivities will be an inspira- 
tional lineup of talented individ- 
uals and groups. 

As a soloist, Rev. Biggham 
has recorded and performed 
with some of the biggest names 
ins gospel such as the late Rev. 
James Cleveland. Albertina 
Walker, Rev. Clay Evans, The 
New Jersey Mass Choir, The 
Revival Temple Mass Choir, The 
Mississippi Choir, Dorothy Nor- 
wood, Inez Andrews, and many 
others. He is a songwriter and 
has produced for Donnie 
McClurkin, LaShun Pace and 
Timothy Wright. 

Rev. Biggham was the music 
consultant for the Disney Movie, 
“The Preachers Wife,” staring 
Denzel Washington and Whit- 
ney Houston. He is the Pastor at 
Mount Vernon Baptist Church 
in Newark. 

The Brower Brothers, having 
traveled across the country, will 


The members of One Spirit, a gospel group from New Hope Baptist church. 


be in service to bring worship 
unto God with their rich harmo- 
ny and southern spiritual praise. 
Rev. Clifford Brower, Religious 
Affairs Committee Chairperson, 
is one of the members of the 
ensemble. 

The Metropolitan Baptist 
Church Youth and Mass Choir 
are the host choirs. Dr. Dexter. 
Allgood, a premiere music direc- 
tor and recording artist, leads 
this dynamic group of vocalists. 
The choirs are growing under 
the leadership of Dr. Allgood and 
are guaranteed to lift the spirit 
of every soul committed to prais- 
ing the Lord Savior. 

One Spirit, an exciting new 
group from New Hope Baptist 
Church in Newark, will be part 
of the Annual event. This group 
of 
rapidly developing a musical 
sound that provides ministry 
and praise in son; 

Additional participants will 
include Sean Vaughn, Carpen- 
ters Tools and many, many, 
more. Anyone interested in par- 
ticipating, can contact the 
Newark Branch office of the 
NAACP at (973) 624-6400. 


offer a short wi 


Considering adoption? Perhaps you can be a 
mom or dad to a precious baby boy or girl. We 


We can help build your family! 


ing period & reasonable fees. 


Free Info Meeting in Mendham, NJ 
Saturday, = 29th. Call (856)665-5655 


Y Adoptions From The Heart® 
adoj s From Th 1 


Roding par RIRE 
For the most part, we are 
unconscious of our anxieties. 


ar aes 


a 


late under 

the surface of 

our conscious- 

ness. We have pushed 

the painful memories of 

the atrocities/indignities done 

and still being done to us out of 
immediate awareness. 

We blame ourselves rather 
than the real culprits. This is a 
form of group post traumatic 
stress disorder. We are disorient- 
ed from the Eurocentric cultural- 
ly induced amnesia and pro- 
grammed self-hatred. We don't 
know who we are so we resist 
getting in touch with our divine 
inner compass or calling upon 
our ancestral spirits for guid- 
ance. We have so effectively 
internalized the pernicious anti- 
African psychopathy of the dom- 
inant society,'we are unwilling to 
entertain the idea/possibility of 

We believe the autogenic- 
stress-related diseases we expe- 
rience are hereditary, irre- 


versible, or the price we pay for 
living in America. 

Not so. This psychopathy was 

imposed upon us, taught and 
modeled to us by our enemies 
and their lackeys. Europeans 
used alcohol to entice African 
chiefs to wage war on other 
tribes and sell their own peo- 
ple into bondage. 
Simultaneously, whites 
were using alcohol to disori- 
ent, destabilize and extermi- 
nate the Native Americans. 

This is their Modus Operandi. 

We have to understand how 

our languages, spiritual orien- 
tation, cultural traditions and 
ethnic lineages were obliterated; 
how we were dehumanized and 
treated as property. 

Following slavery, we were 
subjected to a nefarious form of 
quasi-slavery and government 
sanctioned racial caste system. 
Every institution in this country 
was dedicated to promoting the 
idea Africans were innately infe- 
rior to whites. 

Nationally, violence of 
unfathomable proportions 
backed or protected by the gov- 
ernment was used to stifle dis- 
sent, insurrection, resistence or 
black progress. This is what 
put/keeps us in the subordinate 
position we are in today. 

The good news is, we are not 
powerless or inferior beings, We 
have the ability to think and act 
any way we choose. 

e can neutralize the self- 
destructive menticide by loving 
ourselves, thinking, and acting 
in our best interests. 

Our history at the hands of 
Caucasians is painful but for us 
to heal and fully recover we must 
and positive future begin with 
understanding our past. 


April 26 — May 2, 2000 


Religion 


2000 Most Influential 


Gala Reunion 
INJPAC April 27, 2000 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 


[NEWARK -Crossroads Of Life Christian 
Education Conference located at 
Metropolitan Baptist Church. 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29 


NEWARK “Youth Empowerment 

Symi is program is being held 
att Zion Baptist Church, 90 
Thomas Street, from 9 a. 

there will be various pastors from dier- 
lent churches For further information, call 
(973) 242-4173, 


PERTH AMBOY - Helen Baylor featured 

in Benefit Concert at The Cathedral- 
plist Church at 7 bs mn eo 

further information, conta 

Dortch-Wright at (732) 208 5290 ext. 


THURSDAY, MAY 5 


INEWARK - North Jersey District 
Missionary Baptist Association presents 
Joy Night’ will be held at Clearview 
Baptist Church with the Rew. Eric 
Bex p.m. For further informa- 
tion, call (973) 242-4173 


‘SATURDAY, MAY 6 


INEWARK - Mt. Zion Baptist Church pre- 
gent its Youth Empowerment 
Symposium from 9 a. 

Come out and join us, Brae vil bo bays 
ral pastors speaking, For further infor- 
Imation, call (973) 242-4173. 


SUNDAY, MAY 7 


Calvary-Roseville United Methodist 
Church proudly presents Gospel 
Explosion. For further information, call 
(973) 673-1745. 


NEWARK - Pastoral Anniversary Tor) 

v. Dr. L. Ronald Durham at 11 a. 
homas Street. For 
further information, cali (973) 242-4173. 


FRIDAY, MAY 12 


NEW Mene The Riverside Church 
“Rap Writers & Performance Workshop” 
returns for an eighth year of offering 
artists assistance in hon- 
loring their skills, from 7-9 p.m. For fur- 
ther information, call (212) 870-6739. 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


IBELLEVILLE- Crusade Deliverance 

Holiness Church present s the “Christian 
2000,” P.M. For further 

contact Boty Hester at 


information 
(873) 824-44ä4. 


NEWARK - Mt. Zion Baptist Church wil 
be presenting their “You 
Empowerment Dopu from 9 a.m. 

.m. Come out and hear the dif- 
foradtreverandairan several diferent 
churches speak. For further informa- 
tion, call (973) 242-4173, 


SATURDAY, MAY 27 


INEWARK - Woman's Support Ministry 
Seminar being held at Mt. Zion's Baptigt 
Church located at 186-190 Thom 

treet at 9 a.m. For further kreii, 
[cali (973) 242-4173. 


FRIDAY, JUNE 23 


NEW YORK - The Riverside Church 
"Rap Writers & Performance Workshop” 
retums for an eighth year of offering 
aspiring young artist assistance in hon- 
oring their skills. Workshops will begin 
from 7-9 p.m. For additional informa- 
tion, the public can call (212) 870-6739. 


Metropolitan 
Presents: ‘Keepin’ 
It Real With Christ’ 


NEWARK — Metropolitan 
Youth Ministry recently 
announced its “Youth Explosion 
2000” under the leadership of 
Rev. Delman Coates, youth min- 
ister and Stephanie Ingram 
chairperson. The event will take 
place April 27-29 at 
Metropolitan Baptist Church in 
Newark. 

“Jesus Jam: 
Prayer, Praise and Preaching,” 
will be the feature event at 7 
p.m. The guest minister for the 
evening will Rey. Ron 
Christian of Clearview Baptist 
Church in Newark, along with 
Christian rapper “BB Jay.” 

On Friday a “Teen Lock-In” 
will get underway at 10:30 p.m 
On Saturday, youth will gather 
at Branch Brook Park for skat- 
ing at 3 p.m. 


Service of 


= é 
Hundreds of youths from Plainfield and its surrounding areas raise o thelr hands in praise during the Gospel Youth Summit that took place FACERI in Plainfield 


By Sakina Spruell 
Contributing Writer 


Over 300 youth, and an 
equal number of adults turned 
out to the refurbished Strand 
Theater in Plainfield. on 
Saturday, April 8, for “Gospel 
Youth Summit 2000: Young 
People Bridging the Gap 
Between Our Church, 
Community & City.” 

The event bas been in pro- 
duction for over a year by Soul 
Brothers Productions, a 
Christian music promotions 
company, based in Highland 
Park. 


adulthood.” 
Working toward that mis- 
sion, Haskins and his crew 
developed a panel to discuss real 
life issues from a biblical and 
practical point of view. At the 
top of the program, topics such 
as teenage pregnancy, drugs, 
peer pressure and health and 
education, were bounced around 
in an open forum similar to 
BET's Teen Summit. 

On the panel were the Youth 
Posse, a group of nine teenagers 
gathered from all over New 
Jersey, and staff members from 
Planned Parenthood, area 
schools and hospitals. 


Some of the performers at the GospelYouth Summit Prepare for their 


“We are committed to the 
growth of our young adult com- 
munity,’said Dwayne Haskins, 
president of Soul Brothers. “Our 
goal is to help them make a suc- 
cessful transition from youth to 


Photo by Dwayne Haskins 


Rosalyn Searight, a Planned 
Parenthood representative, 
made a big impact with her teen 
pregnancy presentation, After 
Searight explained the down- 
sides of having unprotected sex, 


one Youth Posse member admit- 
ted to having sex and asked for 
further help. 

Trudy Gaillard, a diabetes 
educator from Ohio, addressed 
how eating habits determine 
one’s longevity of life, while 
Plainsboro- West Windsor High 
School Vice Principal Edward 
Southgate, addressed the impor- 
tance of education. 

'outh Posse member Delisha 
Grant, 18, of Tinton Falls said 
she felt the education message 
was very appropriate for this 
Christian-themed forum. 

“The rate of African- 
Americans not going to college is 
getting worse and the only way 
to rectify it is through the 
church,” she said After the 
forum, the performances began. 

Having the same presence of 
any other west-coast rapper, Jah 
Word of San -Diego, Calif., 
‘ripped it’ as one spectator com- 
mented. Resembling a rap con- 
cert, youth were standing in the 
aisles and hovering the stage as 
Jah Word spouted Christian 
lyrics to a hip-hop baseline. 

The hip-hop mood had been 
set ftom the time Mother Amy 
Parrot’s God Squad Drill Team 
of Iselin hit the carpet. Entering 
the theater from the back of the 
room, the drill team marched in 
singing acapella and ended on 
stage with their live drummers 
moving the crowd. 

Dalon Collins, lead singer 
with Kirk Franklin’s Family, 
and Adrian Smith, lead singer 
with Fred Hammond and 
Radical for Christ, were fea- 
tured performers at the Youth 


Influential Black Clergy endorses Corzine 


Editors note: The follow- 
ing is a statement released on 
April 17, 2000 by Rev. 
Reginald Jackson on behalf 
of members of the black cler- 
gy upon their recent endorsi 
ment of U.S. senatorial candi- 
date Jon Corzine, which took 
place in Trenton. 


In November of this year, 
New Jersey will elect a new 
United States senator. This per- 
son will take the seat now held 
by Sen. Frank Lautenberg, who 
has represented this state and 
its citizens very well. 

He leaves big shoes to fill 
Therefore it is critically impor- 
tant who will replace him 
Today, I and this group of minis- 
ters beside and behind me, stand 
to announce our personal 
endorsement of Mr. Jon Corzine 
to be the next United States sen- 
ator from New Jersey. 

For me and most of my col- 
leagues it is unusual to endorse a 
candidate in the primary, howev- 
er during the course of this pri- 
mary season, there is only one 
candidate who has addressed in 
a detailed’ way the issues that 
affect not only the African 
American community, but also 
the state of New Jersey and the 
nation. And that candidate is 
Jon Corzine. We endorse him 
today because of his position on 
the issues. 


Education 


Over and over again African 
American ministers have said 
the most important issue for our 
community 1s education. We 


From left to right: Rev. Reginald Jackson, Jon Corzine, and Rev. Calvin 
McKinney 


have advocated and continue*to 
fight for quality education. We 
agree with Jon Corzine that the 
quality of public education 
should not be determined by zip 
code. Quality pre-school, elemen- 
tary class size of 15, $2,500 tax 
credit for low income families, up 
to date facilities, character class- 
es and after school programs are 
critical, This is what we have 
called for over the last several 
years, and this is what Jon 
Corzine has proposed in this pri- 
mary campaign. 


Healthcare 


At a time when AIDS, cancer, 
diabetes, heart disease, hyper- 
tension, infant mortality and 
other diseases are increasing in 
the African American communi- 
ty, almost half of the African 


Shelley Kusnetz 


Americans in the state have no 
ageess to healthcare other than 
the emergency room of a hospi- 
tal. Jon Corzine has publicly and 
baldly outlined a proposal for 
universal healthcare that would 
cover all children, give health- 
care for all employees, including 
those who change jobs and pro- 
tect a patient rights. The United 
States is the only industrial 
nation that does not provide 
héaltheare for everybody. This 
isgue alone would cause me to 
support Jon Corzine. 


Urban Revitalization 


Our urban areas, despite the 
booming economy have not 
rebounded. Too many of our 
cities have become areas of con- 
centrated poverty, with a dimin- 
ishing middle class. 


are 


Summit, Stellar-award recipi- 
ent, Smith, flew into town from 
his church home in Detroit, MI 
to take part in the gospel concert 
conclusion. 
Whe 


n I was young, I went 
hA some of the same things 
these kids are going through, 
and I want to show them that 
they don’t have to go through 
them,” said Smith. 

Smith and Collins had the 
youth crowd hand-clapping and 
foot-stomping during the gospel 
concert, which varied from tradi- 
tional to contemporary. 
Although Collins and Smith 

both tenors, their perfor- 


Photo by Dwayne Haskins 


Smith's songs from his debut 
album ‘I Am, and were also a hit 
with the teen audience. 

“To relate to the youth, it’s 
good to use familiar instru- 
ments,” said Grant, who, along 
with Jason Sims, received the 
Soul Brothers Spirit Award for 


volunteerism and spiritual 
awareness. 
“The Lord has always 


blessed our shows, but this one 
was awesome,” said Haskins 
after the show. “It was so touch- 
ing that it spiritually touched 
me. 

Before the four-hour pro- 
gram ended, over 100 members 


The stage was packed for the grand finale of the Gospel Youth Summit 
Photo by Dwayne Haskins 


mances differ in style. The 
Chosen Generation Outreach 
Choir of Newark accompanied 
Collins and added a convention- 
al sound to his show. 
melodies of R&B resounded in 


3 


of the crowd came to the stage 
for the altar call finale. Smith 
and Collins sang “No Weapon 
Has Formed Against Me,” by 
Fred Hammond and Radical for 
Christ. 


WANTED: 
BIG HEARTS FOR BIG KIDS 


1-877-NJ 


Can 
aa This. 


Right now, right here in New Jersey, there are older 
children who need stable homes and loving fami 
to help them finish growing up. 


CALL TOLL FREE 


FOSTER |, 


NI Department of Human Sens 
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Newark 
Teacher 


Continued from A1 

got eight months of house 

arrest,” Sykes said. “How, 
Mr. Farmer, do you justify this 

isparity in sentencing?” 

and Hungerford also 

sai jot believe it is a 

e embattled teach- 

Essex County to Bergen County. 

The state claims that is where 

Lichtman operated, so it is only 

appropriate to hold the trials 

there, but somehow the NTA is 
not convince 

“Lichtman has been used as 
a prosecution witness, whereas 
the defendants nearly all reside 
in Essex,” said Sykes. “How, Mr. 
Farmer, is this not an attempt to 
hide the prosecutions from the 
defendants’ home communi- 
ties?” 

Hungerford, Sykes and the 
others are concerned that the 
only people being punished for 
the actions of Lichtman are 
African American former 
Newark teachers. They are for- 
mer teachers because they were 

all 
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Dunbar at black minister conference 


Continued from A1 


said Reverend Caleb Oates, 
the president of the NJBMC. 
“We will consider them, but 
there are still some things we are 
concerned about. I think there is 
some reluctance on their part to 
get the process going, but I feel 


William 

Payne, D-29, was less optimistic. 

He said the presentation by 

Dunbar and company was a 

“gloss over,” of the things that 

are actually going on in the state 
lice. 

“I don’t believe that the lead- 
ership of the state police is com- 
mitted to change,” he said. “They 
totally ignored the recommenda- 
tions that the Legislative Black 
and Latino Caucus had in our 
report last year. At that time we 
recommended that the promo- 
tions — 161 at that time — be 
rescinded. That was ignored.” 

To top things off, Payne said 
the attorney general and State 
police recently promoted 304 
troopers. 

“They have no intention 


Eaa ta terian becivees of tiie 
allegations they defrauded sev- 
eral insurance companies, and 
now they have lost their liveli- 
hoods. 

The panelists at the press 
conference said many of the for- 
mer teachers have been out of 
work with no way to support 
themselves or pay for the type of 
quality legal representation that 
could help them. They said they 
believe Governor Christine 


n 
t to balance the 1994-95 

hool budget one year 
al ‘took over the district. 
Why else, they asked, weren't 
any of the other 200 teachers 
from districts like Toms River, 


Livingston, and Chatham 
charged as criminals? 

The panelists are calling 
upon state Attorney General 
John Farmer to answer ques- 
tions relating to the disposition 
of the 59 cases. They want to 
know why, based solely on alle- 
gations at the time, were all 59 
of the teachers from Newark 
suspended without the hearings 
they were guaranteed by law; 
wi eren’t the names of teach- 

‘of the other districts 
i d in the Lichtman 
o jon made ; why 
none of the other school districts 
did not suspend any of those 
other teachers; and why are 
individuals who only played 
peripheral roles in the fraud 
scheme being prosecuted when, 
in similar circumstances, that 
has not been the case? 

The , Hamm and their 
supporters are also accusing 
Farmer of publicly threatening 
another defendant with 10 years 
in prison over a few thousand 
eed They said he must 
er these and other ques- 
amm has written 
Senator Robert 
upport. 
dated February 

‘orricelli responded 
“has written to Farmer 
askie for a review of the mat- 
ter. He said Hamm’s letters 
“raises a number of troubling 
questions which I believe merit 
review and inquiry,” and that 
when he receives a response 
from Farmer “of any develop- 
ments... I will keep you 
appraised.” 

Hamm said he appreciates 
the support, but something has 
to be done now. 

“Above all there is the issue 
of a racist double standard of 
justice,” Hamm said. “This was 
a statewide operation in which 
Dr tman submitted $3.5 
false claims to the 

Insurance 


s 

thool districts. Only 
one imposed suspensions, how- 
ever: Newark, which suspended 
fo" 


Hamm said it is definitely 
known that there were white 
people involved in the Lichtman 
scam, but only African 
Americans have been prosecut- 
ed. He said Lichtman used hun- 
dreds of names statewide, yet no 
white person other then himself 


grved eight months in a 

little more 
ty service penal- 
$3.5 million in 


itman, Hall, or rep- 
resentatives from the Newark 
Teachers’ Union — which all the 
suspended teachers belonged to 
— could be reached for com- 
ment. 


of giving any regard 
to the minority view that exists 
in the state and also in the legis- 
lature,” he said. “I have very lit- 
tle confidence the attorney gen- 
eral or the colonel will bring 
about the changes necessary.” 
ayne was not alone in his 
sentiments regarding the troop- 
ers’ reforms. — of the New Jersey 
State Police’s Black and Latino 
‘Troopers Coalition, was on hand 
at the BMC conference and read 


Opposi 


Continued from A1 
merican community for the 
entire state of Maryland,” said 
Sen. Nathaniel McFadden. 
Rawlings, for his part, says 
he is using his power as chair- 
man of the House Appropri 


a prepared statement regarding 
his organization’s mission. Their 
presence was very relevant, 
especially in light of the fact the 
2,600 member organization has 
launched a new recruiting cam- 
paign aimed at attracting more 
minorities, revamping the disci- 
plinary system, installing video 
cameras in cruisers, and imple- 
menting a new computer system 
to track detailed information on 
every traffic stop made by troop- 


rs. 

Guy Packwood, the ehair- 
man of the BALTC, also had a 
few things to say about recent 
remarks from Dunbar stating his 


the colonel, but we look forward 
to it,” he said. “The members of 
BALTC are committed to work- 
ing with the leadership of the 
State Police, the elected leaders 
of the people of New Jersey and 
the public at large to restore the 
trust and confidence of the peo- 
ple of this state in the overall 
professionalism of the State 
Police and its commitment to 
constitutional principals of equal 
treatment.” 

Dunbar stuck by his story. 
He said the only reason he has 
not met with representatives 
from BALTC until now is he has 
been telling them he would meet 
with a select number of repre- 
sentatives chosen from th ieir 
ranks only. 

“As chief executive officer of 
the State Police I don’t have to 
meet with entire organizations,” 
he said. 


Dunbar said making changes 
to the State Police force takes 
time. He said no one, not even 
the BMC, can expect everything 
to be resolved in “a short period 
of time.” Regarding the recent 
promotions, he said those too 
were on track before he took 
office and it would not have been 
appropriate or wise to interrupt 
or derail that process. 

Dunbar said the series of 88 
reforms initiated by the depart- 
ment last year are moving ahead 
slowly but surely. However, he 
and Farmer agreed one of the 
reasons for that seemingly slow 
pace is the fact they are trying to 
ensure that once in place, the 
reforms cannot be undone by 
succeeding administrations. 

“We are trying to effect fun- 
damental change on the New 
Jersey State Police,” Farmer 
said. “The process must be delib- 
erate; the commitment unflag- 
ging.” 

Farmer and Dunbar said 
other reforms, including an over- 
haul of the promotional system, 
new testing for recruits, and re- 
training current troopers in 
proper traffics stop procedures 
are coming down the pipeline. 
However fast they do come, it 
may not be fast enough for the 
BMC. 

“We're going to be with you 
when you're wrong and when 
you're right,” Jackson said. 

en you're wrong to get you 
right, and when you're right to 
keep you right. 

The BMC was the lead orga- 
nization in calling for investiga- 


tions into allegations of racial 
profiling against the troopers 
generally, and Hogan ene Kenna 
specifically, after th red 11 
shots into a van Aa three 
minority men on the New Jersey 
Turnpike in April 1998. The 
troopers were indicted for 
attempted murder in September 
1999. 

The shootings uncovered the 
specter of racial profiling among 
the troopers and led to se] 
investigations by the Legislative 
Black and Latino Caucus and 
the Attorney Generals Office. 
After denying the practice for 
‘another year, in 1999 the 
Attorney General’s Office admit- 
ted some troopers had targeted 
minority drivers for stops and 
searches and that trooper brass 
had done little to prevent the 
practice. 

They also led to the indict- 
ment of Hogan and Kenna on 
charges of official misconduct 
and falsifying records in April 
}1999. The indictments allege the 
troopers stopped more than two 

ozen black motorists from 
January 1998 to April 23, 1998 
while reporting the race of the 
people as white on their daily 
patrol logs. Investigators believe 
the switch was made to mislead 
supervisors looking for patterns 
of racial bias. 

Hogan and Kenna have 
pleaded not guilty to all the 
charges. At the time vf their 
indictments, 10 other troopers 
were also under investigation, 
according to the attorney gener- 
al’s office. 


ate 


ion stops Maryland bill 


Rawlings during the debate, 
made the motion to kill the 
Rawlings bill. He said the substi- 
tute measure calling for a task 
force study is a better way to find 
out if black motorists are being 
unfairly targeted by police. 


Committee to get needed state 
support for Baltimore and black 
institutions. 

Sen. Clarence Mitchell, one of 
the black senators from 
Baltimore who criticized 


Rev 


o 
that the House bill is better 
because it would require police to 
keep detailed records of their 

traffic stops, Mitchell said he is 
sure police will cooperate with a 
task force created by the ad 


Calvin Butts 


praises NJBMC 


Continued from A1 

mansion and dropped it off on 
the front lawn. When people 
asked us why we did that, we 
told them it was appropriate to 
turn the body over to the next of 
kin.” 


Giuliani aside, Rev. Butts 
used the platform of the NJBMC 
banquet to talk about the clergy 
of New Jersey and how they are 
setting the standard for their 
brothers across the Hudson and 
the rest of the country. He said 
they are answering the question 
of why can’t churches and 
preachers put aside their egos 
and get together for the common 
good. 
“This banquet says it all,” he 
said. “Your presence here speaks 
to the power of this 


have always desired a piece of 
the American Dream. The only 
way to ensure that is the owner- 
ship of capital and the means of 
production. In other. words, 40 
acres and a mule, If you work for 
200 years and nobody pays you, 
you've got a lot of equity.” 

The banquet was a star-stud- 
ded event from a political point 
of view. Woodbridge Mayor Jim 


‘The only way to 
ensure that is the 
ownership of capital 
and the means of 
production. In 

other words, 40 acres 
and a mule. If you 


and it deserves to be respected. I 
was listening to 1010 WINS on 
the way here across the bridge 
and heard a report about how 
the new director of the New 
Jersey State Police was report- 
ing to the Black Ministers’ 
Council of New Jersey. Once 
again, New Jersey is leading the 
way.” 


Rey. Butts said another area 
in which the NJBMC is leading 
the way is economic empower- 
ment for blacks and other 
minorities. He said for some time 
now there have been critics and 
doubters concerned about 
whether or not black churches 
and ministers should be involved 
in educating their congregations 
about the virtues of acquiring 
and holding onto wealth, but 
once again New Jersey and its 
many successful faith-based 
community and economic devel- 
opment corporations are point- 


ing the way. 
No slouch in the area of 
CDCs himself, Rev. Butts’ 


church runs a CDC worth mil- 
lions of dollars. The funds it gen- 
erates are used to promote hous- 
ing construction and other works 
in black and minority communi- 
ties as well as the larger city and 
Wall Street. “We're beyond the 
colored thing except where 
green’s concerned,” he said. “We 


work for 200 years 
and nobody pays you, 
you’ve got a lot of 
equity’ 


—Rev. Calvin Butts 


McGreevey was in attendance as 
were former Governor and cur- 
rent Senate candidate Jim Florio 
and his wife, a number of Orange 
City Council members, members 
of the Mercer County 
Freeholders, and Mayor Mims 
Hackett of Orange. 

In addition to Rev. Butts, the 
featured speaker of the evening 
was Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D- 
New Jersey, who was presented 
with the NJBMC’s Public 
Service Award. Lautenberg will 
be retiring soon — which has 


prompted the heated race 
between Florio and former 
Goldman Sachs CEO Jon 


Corzine — but he took the oppor- 
tunity afforded him to let every- 
one in the audience know that 
he’s not gone yet. 

Lautenberg also had a few 
things to say about the job that 
will be required of his eventual 
successor.“My job is to make cer- 
tain we pay attention to all seg- 
ments of society,” he said. “It has 
been a tremendous honor to give 
something back.” 


‘A police agency 
that doesn’t cooperate 
with the task 
force and comes... 
seeking money, 

“will have trouble” 


Clarence Mitchell 
Baltimore, Md. 


ture. A police agency that doesn’t 
cooperate with the task force an 
comes to the legislature seeking 
money, “will have trouble getting 
funded,” he said. 

Delegate Talmadge Branch, a 
black House member from 
Baltimore, said he hopes when 
the bill comes back to the House 
on closing day tomorrow, it will 
be amended to reflect the origi- 
nal Rawlings bill. 

don’t need. another 
study,” he said. 


Local Briefs 


PROJECT PRIDE’S ALL- 
STAR TEAM BASKETBALL 
TEAM HEADS TO WALT 
DISNEY WORLD 


artici 
ational 


32nd annual Inte 
nent. 
e 


be able to travel to Orlando, Fla, an 
play at the Walt Dis ide World of 
Sports, a state-of-the-art facility that is 
also used for professional venu 
“Our Small Fry program lays the foun 
dation and helps develop fundamental 
skills for the game of basketball,” said 
Essex County Freeholder Chairman 
Joseph DiVincenzo. "This tournament 
S a great accomplishment in the 
children’s lives. Whether we come back 
National Champions is not important; it 
is the opportunity to experience a differ- 
nt, meet new friends, and 
are priceless that 


will be our trophie 


DiVincenzo, the founder of the Small 
Fry Chaplet and volunteer Project 
said to dai 


Coordinato 


B playe 
e opportunity 
paricipatein il ational tournament, 
to play at the colle- 
ketball scholarship. 


WELFARE TO WORK IS 
ONGOING 


re 
w funding, 
f wel 


Prime Choices! 


Adjustable-rate home equity lines 


1st year: 8.00% 
Ist share: 8.25% 
1st Saar: 8.50% 


Maximum APR is 15%. Loan term, 15 years. 


Then 
prime 
for life! 
Currently 9.00%. 


or fixed-rate home equity loans 


5 years 


115% 


‘Annual Percentage Rate 


10 years 


7.875% 


Annual Percentage Rate 


15 years 


8.375% 


Annual P 


Whichever choice you make: 
¢ No closing costs, appraisal fee, or application fee! 
e You may borrow up to $150,000!* 


e The possibility of significant tax advantages 


e You don’t have to be a current customer! 


*Your credit line or equity loan balance and your first mortgage may not exceed 75 


of the value 


of your house. ** Interest is usually tax deductible; please consult your tax advisor. 


Foran 


visit the 


INVESTORS 


CORPORATE OFFICE: 


With offices in Essex, Middlesex, Monmouth, Morris, Ocean, and Union Counties 


1-800-252-8119 


Deposits FDIC insured to $100,000 


S’ branch nearest you or call: 


www.hsh.com/heq/investors-heq.html 


SAVINGS BANK 


249 Millburn Avenue, Millburn 
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By Gloria Dulan-Wilson 


This year ESSENCE MAGAZINE a/k/a Essence 
Communications, turns 30. The EssenceAwards 
was created in 1987 to focus national attention on 
distinguished Black women and to serve as role 
models for younger counterparts, demonstrating 
the highest standards of excellence. 

This years Awards ceremonies honored eight 
outstanding humanitarians, maleand female, from 
all walks of life. It would appear, also, that the 


CityLife 


STARS CELEBRATE: 


BUILDING A BETTER WORLD 


Essence Awards have come full circle, leaving 
Madison Square Garden’s Paramount Theatre and 
returning for the first time in ten years to 
RadioCity Music Hall, a long time goal held by 
Essence Publisher and CEO, Edward “Ed” Lewis 
and President, Clarence 0. Smith. 

There were a lot of firsts this year; Susan L. 
Taylor, Editor-in-Chief since 1981, is now 
Publication Director, a newly created position, 
which expands her role that will ensure that all 
divisions of the multimedia company reflect the 

substance and style of the signature publication 
She will also serve as the corporate managerial liai- 
son. between all Essence Communications Inc. divi- 
sions to develop new businesses, and expand their 
global reach. 

Among considerations are an. 
African counterpart which will 
emanate from South Africa and, 
other key African countries. Ms. 
Taylor is currently cochair off 
an organization with Danny 
Glover to raise money to buildj 
housing in the rural areas off 


Underwood did the honors. But the poignant story of three 
youth who saw their friends gunned down in the street, was an 
inspiration to adults and youth alike. Hunt stated: “If we can 
do that for each other what would happen if each and every 
young man or woman or adult for that. matter, took a stand for 
each other and then stayed firm all the way to make sure that 
each succeeded? Where would Black people be today?” 

Danny Glover, a champion of social causes, from helping 
troubled youth to opposing the death penalty. He has served as 
Goodwill Ambassador for the United Nations Development 
Program, which focuses an eradicating poverty, creating jobs, 
and advancing the rights of women in less-developed countries 
— Omar Epps, Susan Sarandon and Delroy Lindo made the 
presentation to Glover, who described the ravages of HIV/AIDS 
on South African families, and the need for potable water and 
affordable homes. He invited everyone in the audience to make 
themselves a committee of one to donate funds to turn thou- 
sands of lives around. 

Michael Jordan: considered the greatest basketball player 
ever. In 1996, he gave $1 million to his alma mater, the Univ. 
of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, to start the Jordan Institute for 
Families, which will tackle such issues as day care, teenage 
pregnancy and domestic violence. He has also committed $2 
million to help construct a 41,000 square foot facility in Chicago 
for the James R. Jordan Boys and Girls Club and Family Life 
Center in honor of the memory of his father. Oprah Winfrey, 
Bill Cosby and six children from the Make A Wish Foundation, 
did the presentation. Jordan, who accepted the award stated: “I 
hate being last, there’s so much pressure, especially after the 
likes of Cosby and Winfrey” encouraged everyone from all 
walks of life to become integrally involved in the uplifting of 
those around them. 

So much for the serious side. Our Black men and women 
were dressed to impress Essence style! Never has there been 
such an array of fashion, manners, energies, enthusiasm in one 


South Africa as well as thej 
Helene Fuld School o 
Nursing raising funds to 
build a state-of-the-art edu- 
cational institution in, 

Harlem 


place — from formal wear to African traditional dress, The love, 
support, and ie was evident the entire 
theatre. It Made you proud to be Black. 

Oprah Winfrey and Bill Cosby served as co-hosts. But 
Cosby was “off the hook”, cracking two jokes per minute. Cprah 
Winfrey, wearing a gorgeous red evening gown, kept tripping 
over the train, unwittingly played “straightman” to Cosby's 
unique comedic style. Cosby was in such rare form that he 
totally “discombobulated” Oprah, by cracking jokes about her 
mishap. She could hardly recover from one joke before he had 
launched another one. He kept the audience laughing so hard 
they were crying. His totally unrehearsed ad libbing so discon- 
certed Winfrey, she was unable to read the teleprompter. They 
had to restart three time before they could anounce the next 
honoree. 

Spotted at the awards were gossip columnist Flo Anthony, 
Gordon Parks, Camille Cosby, New Jersey Congressman 
Donald Payne, Vivica A. Fox and hubby Six-Nine, of NBA fame 
Bernard King and wife Shauna (Susan Taylor’s daughter) 
Gwen Goldsby Grant, socialite Maxine McCrey Montano, 
Darryl Walker, head coach of the Washington Wizards; 
Diahann Carroll, Surgeon General David Satcher, 
Congresswoman Maxine Waters, Dorothy I. Height, President 
of the National Council of Negro 
Women, Bobby Short, among oth- 
ers 

The event would be nothing 
without Patti LaBelle’s number, 
"You are My Friend”, which 
received a standing ovation. The (i 
Essence Awards will air on Fox 5 
on May 25 


Michael Jordan and wife Juanita 


| 
| 
| 
L 


Faith Evans 


Puffy and mom Janice 


photos by Felix Middleton 


The honorees included: 


The Rev. W.C. Martin, minister of Bennett Chapel Baptist 
church in Shelbyville, TX, and his wife, Donna, who.arranged for the 
adoption of more than 100 orphaned and foster children by members 
of their congregation. The presentation was made by Shemar Moore. 
‘The Martin's adopted family were in the audience to show respect 
and support. 

Mayor Emma Gresham reclaimed and transformed Keysville, 
GA, a tiny rural town of 400 people. She rallied Black people in her 
community to establish a town government which Iocal officials tried 
unsuccessfully to challenge all the way to the Supreme Court. They 
fought for a basis standard of living, including indoor plumbing, san- 
itation pickup, a library, fire and police protection a health clinic and 
after-school programs. Though Loretta Devine did the introductory 
*. remarks, the surprise presenter to Mayor Gresham was none 
ther than First Lady and Senatorial Candidate Hillary 
Rodham Clinton, who received this first lady: “For work- 
ing tirelessly to restore basic Democratic rights and 
` badlv needed services. And for reminding the 
» nation that everybody is somebody, we are hon- 
A ored to present you with the Essence Award 
2000.” 

Mayor Gresham’s response: ‘To God be 
the Glory. This award is a precious gift and 
a real challenge. What can I render to the Lord 
for all he has bestowed on me. Our motto is - 

‘eysville,a town where everybody is somebody.” Mayor 

ay Gresham, who just celebrated her 75th birthday on April 

11 and is a 13-year survivor of breast cancer, is poised for the 

next challenge, and does not allow age, illness, nor “authority” to pre- 
vent her from achieving her goals. 

Perhaps the most inspiring of all the honorees were Doctors 
George Jenkins, Rameck Hunt and Simpson Davis of Newark, NJ, 
ho made a pact to rise above the dangers and temptations of the 
treet and the challenges of poverty to achieve their dreams of 
becoming doctors. Faith Evans, Robert Guillaume and Blair 
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African American Heritage Breakfast honors community leaders 


NEWARK - The African 
American Heritage Parade orga- 
nizers and supporters recently 
convened at Newark’s premier 
dining room, The Newark Club 
located at One Newark Center in 
Newark. 

This year, the committee was 
especially honored to present its 
highest honor to New Jersey 
Secretary of State DeForest B. 
Soaries, Jr., who exemplifies in 
his service most notably of God, 


black heritage and to walk with 
pride in the world 

The event was co-hosted by 
Coors, New Jersey Commence 
an Economic _ Growth 
Commission, Managed 
Healthcare Systems and PSE&G 
Consumer lucation 
Program/New Jersey Energy 
Choices. 

“The Seventh Annual 
Leadership Breakfast hosted 
some 300 leaders from around 
the state. , business, 


an 
and because of this he was pre- 
sented with the coveted Pyramid 
Award. 

Danny Williams, president of 
the Newark chapter of the 
NAACP was also honored as the 
Grand Marshall for 2000. He was 
selected for his dedicated service 
to the Crispus Attucks Parade, 
the Black Heritage Day Parade 


and the African American 
Heritage Statewide Parade. 
Williams, who the committee 


deemed worthy of such an honor, 
has displayed sacrifice, courage 
and leadership in continuing the 
vital work of the NAACP. 
Catherine “Kitty” Brooks was 
honored as ihe Deputy Grand 
Marshall for 2000 for her sacri- 
fice, wisdom, and perseverance 
in motivating black people to 
reclaim the knowledge of lost 


religious and political leaders 
witnessed a spirit of unity we 
have longed for in our communi- 
ties and that’s long over due,” 
said Donald Bernard, Sr., chair- 
man of the African American 
Heritage Parade Committee. 

The Heritage Parade and 
Festival ‘99 were the most suc- 
cessful to date. The event 
attracted literally hundreds of 
thousands to Newark on the 
Memorial Day weekend. 
Presently, this is the largest 
African American cultural cele- 
bration in the state. Last year 
the parade and Heritage Festival 
was a huge success. Over 
280,000 parade and festival 
goers marveled as the parade got 
on its way down Broad Street in 
Newark. 

This year, the festival begins 


‘The Seventh 


Annual Leadership 
Breakfast hosted 
some 300 leaders 
from around the 

state. community, 
business, religious 
` and political 

leaders witnessed a 
spirit of unity we 

have longed for in 
our communities 
and that’s long 
over due.” 

— Donald Bernard, 
Sr., chairman of the 
African American 
Heritage Parade 
Committee 


on Friday May 26-29 at 
Weequahic Park in Newark’s 
Southward. The 22nd Annual 
Statewide Parade will feature a 
variety of new attractions. The 
newest feature this year is a con- 
tinued display of our past lead- 
ers. Several ten foot round bal- 
loons will taxi down Broad Street 
hailing the faces of Willie Mays, 
Joe Louis, Marcus Garvey, 
Booker T. Washington, George 


Washington Carver, Ida B 
Wells, Fannie Lou Hamer, 
Lorraine Hansbury, Queen 


Nefertiti, Billie Holiday and oth- 
ers. The theme of this year's 
parade is “Moving Forward. . 

Honoring Our Past.” This is sig- 
nificant to the long history of the 
parade that dates back to 1966; 
the year that the very first 
os Attucks Parade took 


lacı 

“The driving force behind the 
African American . Heritage 
Parade Committee's work is God 
Almighty. Effective leadership is 
grounded in humility, said 
Bernard. In recognizing our lim- 
itations, effective leaders is 
based in the spirit of service; it is 
not driven by arrogance or con- 
formity and remains principled 
in nature. Effective leaders do 
not dictate but lead by example 
inviting respect.” 


More scenes from the Seventh Annual Leadership Breakfast... 


Guests for the Seventh Annual Leadership Breakfast pose at the event. 


Photo by Herb Glenn 


Marcus Garvey Will be one of 
many historical figures to be fea- 
tured on large balloons along the 


parade route. 


African American Heritage Parade founder John Thompson (left) 
and Senator Ron Rice 


Photo by William Frazier 


WISOMMM Executive Dit 


tor Fredrica Bey and Gwen 
Goldsby Grant greet each other. 


Photo by Herb Glenn 


Booker T. Washington will be 
one of many historical figures to 


be 


featured on large balloons 


along the parade route. 


New Jersey Secretary of State DeForest B. Soaries Jr. addresses com- 
munity leaders from around the state at the Seventh Annual 
Leadership Breakfast. Photo by William Frazier 


From left: Grand Marshall Danny Williams, Soaries, Thompson, and 
African American Heritage Parade Chairman Donald Bernard Sr. 
Photo by Herb Glenn 


Billie Holiday will be one of many 
historical figutes to be featured 
on large balloons along the 
parade route. 


Soaries takes a moment to chat with Deputy Grand Marshal Catherine 
“Kitty” Brooks. 


Photo by Herb Glenn 
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eartbeat 
Calendar 


WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26 


IRVINGTON - Irvington General Hos- 
pital hosts a body image and skin’care 
seminar at 10 am. For further infor- 
mation, call (973) 926-6771. 


THURSDAY, APRIL 27 


NEWARK — Irvington General Hospi- 
tal sponsors a stress reduction 

relaxation exercise class. at 10 a.m. 
For further information, call (973) 926- 


FRIDAY, APRIL 28 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson University Hospital hosts a 
stroke club support group at 12:30 
p.m. For further information, call (732) 
418-8110 


SUNDAY, APRIL 30 


NEW BRUNSWICK — The Cancer 
Institute of New Jersey presents a 
state-wide bowling benefit at 10 a.m. 
For further information, call (856) 642- 
6226. 


SUNDAY, APRIL 30 


PINE BROOK — The March of Dimes 
WalkAmerica 2000 benefit will be held. 
For further information, call (973) 882- 
0700. 


MONDAY, MAY 1 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peter's Uni- 
versity Hospital hosts a gastric bypass 
support group at 7:30 p.m. For further 
information, call (732) 745-8600 ext. 
5376. 


THURSDAY, MAY 4 


BELLE MEADE — The Carrier Clinic 
hosts a bipolar disorder seminar at 12 
p.m. For further information, call (908) 
208-1461 


FRIDAY, MAY 5 


NEW BRUNSWICK — St. Peter's Uni- 
versity Hospital sponsors a breast- 
feeding support group at 4- p.m. For 
further information, call (732) 745- 
8600, ext. 8820 


TUESDAY, MAY 9 


PARSIPPANY — The Alzheimer’s 
Association of Northem New Jersey 
will host a golf raffle drawing at 7 p.m. 
For more information, call (973) 316- 


SATURDAY, MAY 13 


NEW BRUNSWICK — Robert Wood 
Johnson Hospital hosts its third annual 
Arthritis Patien/Family Conference, 

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. For information, 
call (732) 418-8110. 


WEDNESDAY, MAY 17 


NEWARK — The Newark Beth Israel 
Center for Geriatric Health Care hosts 
a support group for caregivers. 4:30 
p.m. For further information, call (973) 
926-6771 
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TRENTON — After rising 
sharply in the late 1980s an 
early 1990s, New eere overall 
prostate cancer incidence rate 
peaked in 1992 and has declined 
slightly since then. 


African-American 


However, 
men are much more likely than 
white men to get prostate cancer 
and are more than twice as like- 
ly to die of the disease, according 
to Health and Senior Services 


Commissioner Christine Grant. 

Those are among the findings 
of the state’s first report on 
prostate cancer, entitled 
“Prostate Cancer in New Jersey 
1979 - 1996,” which is based on 
Kew Jersey State Cancer Reg- 
ata. 

The report examines trends 
in prostate cancer incidence and 
mortality, including the differing 
rates for white and African- 
American men. 

Prostate cancer is the most 
common cancer in men.. except 
for skin cancer, and is the second 
leading catise of cancer death 
after lung cancer. 

“Over the past decade, more 
men have been taking advantage 
of screening methods that can 
identify this cancer early, when 
treatment outcomes are more 
favorable,” said Grant. “But we 
must reach even more men with 
this important message. 

Grant said they also must 
focus especially on African 
American men, whose prostate 
cancer rates are “unacceptably 
high.” 

The New Jersey Department 
of Health and Senior Servi 
now offers prostate cancer out- 
reach, education and screening 
in 18 counties. 

Mercer and Atlantic counties 
will be added next month, and 
the Salem County program will 
be operating by July I 


sured men over 
specifically targets 
American men over age 40. Men 
receive counseling about 
prostate cancer and the issues 
surrounding testing and treat- 
ment before they are tested 

As part of this program, the 


department also is developing 
educational materials that will 
be distributed to barber shops, 
African-American churches, fra- 
ternities and other groups that 
can reach men at high risk. 

According to the report, the 
state’s overall prostate cancer 
incidence rate rose gradually 
from 75.9 cases for every 100,000 
men in 1979 to 84.8 in 1987. In 
1988; the rates began climbing 
from 91.1 to die peak of 194.2 in 
1992. 

The rate has since declined to 
155, according to preliminary 
1997 data included in the report 

Similarly, mortality rates 


have r risen from 22.7 in 1979 to 
3, and have since 

declined to 25.2 in 1996 
New Jersey's trends in 


prostate cancer incidence and 
rae mirror those seen 
nationally, and may be related to 
the more widespread use of 
screening methods such as the 
prostate specific antigen test and 
the digital rectal examination 
This could explain at least 
part of the rising incidence rates 
and drop after 1992, as men who 
might otherwise have been diag- 
nosed later were diagnosed at an 
earlier stage of disease. 
According to the report 
prostate cancer incidence rates 
for black men were more than 50 
percent higher than for white 
men during the period 1979 - 
1996 (162.1 vs. 104.5) 
A similar racial gap was seen 
in preliminary 1997 data. 
African-American men also 
had a lower percentage of their 
cancers diagnosed at the early 
stages than did white men for 
the period 1984 - 1996, when the 
data on stage of diagnosis were 


most complete 

Black men’s prost: 
mortality rates were more than 
double the white rate both in 
1996 (54.2 vs. nd during the 
period 1979- jos 6 (51.3 for 
men and for white men), the 
report notes. 

The cause of pr 
is not known, but a 
ry of the disease places a man. at 
higher risk. Other potential risk 
factors include high fat con- 
sumption in the diet, smoking 
and alcohol consumption. 

The higher death rates 
among African- Americans may 
be related to their higher inci- 
dence rates and the fact that 
their cancers are more likely to 
be diagnosed at a later stage. 

Almost all men eventually 
develop microscopic cancerous 
changes in the cells of the 
prostate. But only 10 percent of 
them go on to develop sympto- 
matic prostate cancer. 

Many prostate cancers are 
slow-growing and may not 
progress to life-threatening ill- 
ne: 


ate cancer 


e 


ate cancer 
family histo- 


There is not yet a national 
consensus on screening guide- 
lines for prostate cancer. 

The Department of Health 
Senior Services recommends 
all men over age 50 be 
screened annually, as should 
men over age 40 who are black or 
at high risk because of their fam- 
ily history. 

Screening should include the 
digital rectal exam and may 
include the PSA test, which is a 
blood test. 

Before testing, men should 
be informed of all issuesrelated 
to testing and treatment 


, (colorectal 


Technological advance 


PLAINFIELD — The Har- 
monic Scalpel was recently made 
available as an alternative surgi- 
cal option to the patients who 
make up the 3.7 million ear, nose 
and throat procedures performed 
annually, with 597,000 of those 
being tonsillectomies. 

Harold Arlen, M.D., an ENT 
surgeon at Muhlenberg Regional 
Medical Center, has been utiliz- 
ing this new technology and has 
already performed more than 70 
procedures. 

In the past, one of two meth- 
ods was used to perform tonsil- 
lectomy surgery: electrosurgery 
or laser surgery. Both methods 
use either light or intense electri- 
cal energy that operate at very 
high temperatures to make an 
incision through human tissue 
which often left patients with 
charred or burnt tissue and a 
lengthy recovery time. 

‘All that has changed as the 
Food and Drug Administration 
cleared the Harmonic Scalpel for 
tonsillectomies last year. This is 


a new application for ultrasonic 
energy. The Harmonic Scalpel 
uses ultrasonic energy to make 
surgical incisions. Initially devel- 
oped in 1990 the Harmonic 
Scalpel was used for obstetrics 
and gynecological procedures 
The expanded use of the Har- 
monic Scalpel now indudes ton- 
sillectomies as well as other ENT. 
procedures. Dr. Arlen has been 
utilizing the Harmonic, Scalpel 
during the past year to perform 
tonsillectomies as well as proce- 
dures for snoring and sleep with 
great results. 

This ultrasonic energy uses 
sound waves that turn electrical 
energy into mechanical motion, 
and at the same time coagulates 
(the process of clot formation) 
small blood vessels with minimal 
tissue damage. 

With only a few Harmonic 
Scalpels in use around the coun- 
try, Dr. Arlen is using his exper- 
tise to teach fellow ENT sur- 
geons about this new application. 

“The Harmonic Scalpel is a 


Free cancer screening available 


PLAINFIELD — To help 
raise local residents’ awareness 
of cancer of the rectum and colon 
cancer) and the 
importance of early detection, 
Solaris Health System along 
with Healthy Neighbors: a Part- 
nership for Healthier Communi- 
ties is sponsoring free, at-home 
colorectal screening kits. Solaris 
Health System includes JFK 
Medical Center and Muhlenberg 
Regional Medical Center. 

The colorectal screening kit 
will be available from May 1 
through May 31 to adults 40 
years of age and older who reside 
in Union, Somerset and Middle- 
sex counties. The kit contains a 
three-part test that can be taken 
in privacy, at home and includes 
detailed instructions on how to 
complete the test, along with 
information on obtaining test 
results. A physician’s office visit 
or prescription/order is not 
required to participate in the 
screening. 

Free kits may be picked up 
throughout the area in Dunellen, 
Edison, Fanwood, Metuchen, 


Center, and local health depart- 
ments. Colorectal cancer is the 
second leading cause of cancer 
deaths in the United States. 
With 165,000 new cases being 
detected in the United States 
each year, colorectal cancer is 
often diagnosed too late to be 


cured. However, it is a disease 
that is highly preventable 
through a combination of 


lifestyle changes and regular 
screenings. 

Warning signs for colorectal 
cancer include rectal bleeding — 
blood in stool — a change in 
bowel movements, especially in 
the stool’s shape, cramping pain 
in the lower abdomen, or a feel- 
ing of discomfort or the urge to 
move the bowels when there is 
really no need. 

Colorectal cancer can usually 
be cured by surgery when found 
in the early stages. Awareness, 
proper diet, exercise and regular 
check-ups can help people to con- 
tinue living a healthy life. At the 
onset of any symptoms or con- 
cerns, visit your primary care 
physician. 


North ‘Plainfield, Pi 
Piamfield, South Plainfield, 
Westfield, and Woodbndge, 
including the information desks 
at JFK Medical Center a n 

Muhlenberg Regional Medical 


cbilining a list ‘of/local (pide ap 
sites or more information may 
call the Community Health 
Department at Solaris Health 
System at (732) 321-7089. 
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very effective tool for ENT proce- 
dures,” said Dr. Arlen. “It takes 
less time, is easier to handle, 
offers improved surgical environ- 
ment and increased safety for 
patients and personnel. In 
speaking with my patients, they 
heal quicker and get back to nor- 
mal eating habits faster.” 

The Harmonic Scalpel offers 
a more favorable choice for both 


or tonsi 


the surgeon and the patient. 
Unlike electrosurgery and laser 
surgery which use light tintenne 
electrical energy whic 
through the patient and Dee 
at high temperatures) to vapor- 
ize or burn through human tis- 
su ultrasonic instruments like 
the Harmonic Scalpel make inci- 
sions at much iower tempera- 
tures. 


lectomy 


se of the Harmonic Scalpel 
decreases surgery time and no 
electrical currents are passed to 
or through the patient. In addi- 
tion, there is no burning of tis- 
sue, thereby reducing thermal 
tissue damage and lessening 
trauma to the tissue, which can 
ultimately reduce post-operative 
pain and blood loss during anc 
after surgery. 
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Cıty News B4 


Thomas Emotional 


Bad Boy/Arista) 


In the times of over-sampled 
beats, weak balladeers, and 
catchy, pop-inspired bubble gum 
songs that seemed to be pro- 
duced for MTV's TRL line, 
Chicago native Carl Thomas 
manages to escape the trends 
that his label is usually known 
for 


Thomas’ velvet voices draws 
appreciation as he belts out 
romantic selections of love, 
admiration, trial, separation, 
pain and ecstasy. On “Lady Lay 
Your Body,” Thomas leads his 
lady through a rose-petal can- 

le-lit evening over a slow, 
soothing track, and “Hey Now,” 
which accompanies Thomas’ 
voice with a piano-tickled track 
with violins also evoking that 
loving mood. 

Thomas also ventures into 
the more upbeat tempo mood 
with “I Wish,” his tale of falling 
in love with a married woman, 
and drops a sharp spoken word 
session in the interlude, “Trou- 
ble Won't Last.” 

However, what the album 
lacks is variety. It seems like 
most of the songs have slow 
tracks with violins or the light 
hip-hop enhanced beats that are 
not needed and contains inter- 
udes that do nothing to enhance 
the listening experience, like the 
whack “Cadillac Rap. 

Still, Thomas pe establish 
himself by himself; crystallizing 
a secure spot among the Bad 
Boy family as a star soloist. His 
voice manages to surpass that 
ever growing pool of male vocal- 
ists that have saturated the 
industry, and the album does 
provide enough selections to 


Artists Platinum 


ROB Bariy Leane 


This LP brings together 
some of R&B’s most popular 
tunes and artists, guaranteeing 
listeners a pleasurable experi- 
ence. 

Highlighting this album are 
the tunes from the divas from 
the 1970s, like the Emotions’ 
“Best of My Love,” Labelle’s 
“Lady Marmalade,” and Cheryl 
Lynn's “Got To Be Real.” 

Those who miss the tradi- 
tional R&B band will find 
delight in Sly & The Family 
Stone as they sing “Dance To 
The Music,” “Celebration,” by 
Kool & The Gang, “That Lady 
(Part 1 and 2),” and “Boogie 
Wonderland,” by Earth, Wind & 


ire 

The album briefly touches on 
some of the male crooners from 
the late 70s and early 80s with 
Marvin Gaye’s “Sexual Healing,” 
and “Can’t Get Enough Of Your 
Love, Babe,” by Barry White. 
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Big Brotha Soul 


By Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


Many talk about the Tupac 
Shakur that the public came to 
know. The outspoken rapper 
whose lyrics inspired and 
angered many of his peers, politi- 
cians, and society. 

But what about the early 
Tupac? From his days with the 
Digital Underground, known for 
their songs “The Humpty 
Dance,” and “Do Watcha Ya 


Like?” 

Chopmaster J, one of the 
front men from Digitial Under- 
ground, recently cracked ‘open 
that chapter of Shakur’s life in 
his new book, “Static,” a very 
dynamic account of Shakur’s 
early days in the industry 

Chopmaster J talks about 
how Shakur joined the group, 
some of the antics Shakur pulled 
while they toured with Public 
Enemy, and Shakur’s transition 


from a young man eager, to shines 


Puffy vents anger at New [f 


Post 


Sean “Puffy” Combs recently 
talked about about a New. Yori 
Post article in “The New York 
Post” article on April 15, alleging 
that he was being investigated by 
a grand jury for witness tamper- 
ing and if he committed perjury to 
cover up his actions in the club’ 
shooting at a New York City club 
läst December, according to a 
report by Vibe Online. 

“I am’ outraged by the New 
York Post’s story. It is completely 
false. In-fact, I told the absolute 
truth when I testified before the 
grand jury, and I will-continue to 
do so until I am fully exonerated. 

Combs is due back in court on 


Lucy Pearl 


Article reveals Carey’s 
diva demands 
Q Magazine recently pub- 
lished an article revealing some 
of Mariah Carey's diva-esque 
Faqiiest, as reported tot he mag- 
azine by an record company 
employee. 
According to the source, 
Carey requests that pink toilet 
«paper be in her room when she 
checks into hotels**The article. 
also claims. that she has an 
‘affinity for drinking out of crys- 
tal-gl: and during a trip to 
England for MTV, requested 
that thestaff greet her with 
cheers and that she have a lit- 
ter of puppies and kittens 
around for her, according to the 
report: 


Mariah Carey 


Sean “Puffy” Combs: 


Rapheal Saadiq explains 


Lucy Pearl’s name 

Raphael Saadiq, one third of 
the new group Lucy Pearl, 
recently talked about the 
group's name and the musical 
diversity of the group 

"i wanted to say some- 
thing different. I don’t know, we 
was just chillin’ one night, I was 
like ‘Lucy, Lucy, Lucy, ahh, 
Lucy Pearl.’ I'm used to dealing 
with names. I came up with the 
Tonys’ and all the titles from 
the Tonys’ albums. I always try 
to come with something that’s 
gonna be different for our lis- 
teners, and kinda like old and 
new. That's what we came up 
with, and we stuck with that." 
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Courtesy of Double XXposure 


to a person who could not be con- 
taine 

“It was important that his 
fans have some insight of what 
happened (during those days 
with Digital Underground,) from 
a first hand account,” said Chop- 
master J, who wrote the book 
after seeing people on television 
talking about that period from 
second-hand accounts 

In the book, Chopmaster gets 
into detail about how Shakur 
first joined the group, and how 


Shakur almost left music to 
become the leader of the New 
Black Panther Party. To keep 
him around, Digital Under- 
ground hired him as a roadie and 
a dancer to tour with the group 
as the opening act for Public 
Enemy. 

Some of the stories shared 
include Shakur’s countless inter- 
ludes with groupies, a few inci- 
dents where Shakur was ready 
to fight the DJ for making an 
error during the show, and 
embarassing moments during 
the tour. 

One such moment happened 
after a show when the band 
members were comparing their 
skills and penis size, and pulled 
down their pants. Coincidental- 
ly, one of the members of the 
Fruit of Islam walked in the door 
to get an autograph then quickly 
walked out to their embara 
ment. 

The book also offers some 
reflections on the Shakur we do 
not often hear about; the emo- 
tional Shakur. One night at a 
tour spot in Indiana, “Trouble T” 


Troy, a member of Heavy and 
The Boyz, fell nearly five or six 
stories in a freak accident at the 
local arena during a show. He 
died two days later of the 
injuries. 

“He (Shakur) was a very emo- 
tional and passionate brother. 
You saw that he was truly affect- 
ed (by the death.) It seemed that 


he was caught off guard and not 
able to manipulate the situa- 
tion,” Chopmaster said of the 
vulnerable moment he witness. 

The book also shows an inter- 
esting contrast from the Shakur 
when they first met him, to the 
near end of his association with 
the group. In the beginning, 
Chopmaster J describes him as a 
little brother who was obnoxious, 
but infectious. By the end of the 
book, he wrote that he and 
Shakur were not on the same fre- 
quency anymore, which inspired 
him to call the book “Static.” 

“We just became disconnect- 
ed,” said Chopmaster J of the 
relationship between him and 
Shakur. “He came in as my road- 
ie, and he became this movie 
star. He was so much bigger and 
larger than we were. We just 
became disconnected and he 
moved on to bigger and better 
things.” 

Shakur became so volatile 
toward the end of his time with 
the group, Chopmaster J writes, 
“It got to be a situation where 
this muthaf****a could not be 
contained in any situation. He 
had to shine.” 

“It was his nature, his style,” 
said Chopmaster J of Shakur’s 
desire to shine. “It was obvious 
that he was truly on a path.” 

Soon, Shakur found his place 
to shine at Deathrow Records. 
Chomasrer J last had contact 
with Shakur in 1994 at DU mem- 
ber Shock-G’s wedding. Two 
years later, Chopmaster J got 
word of Shakur’s death. 

“I was really tripping. I felt 
the loss and looked right up to 
the sky, and it was a really trip- 
py feeling,” said Chopmaster J. 

As to the buzz about Shakur 
being alive, Chopmaster J, who 
now goes by the name Big Brotha 
Soul and lives in the San Fran- 
sisco Bay area, said he would not 
be surprised if it was true. 

“I don’t know much about 
that. I hear other different sto- 
ries and conspiracies. He did diss 
NOI, and was involved in an 
Atlanta cop shooting. He was a 
smart guy. I won't be surprised,” 
Chopmaster J said. 
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‘SATURDAY, MAY 6 


NEW YORK - Duets On The Hudson 
Misha Mengelberg & Han Bennik, 

` piano & percussion. Steve Lacy & Mal 
Waldron, soprano saxophone & piano. 
Stanley H. Kaplan Penthouse, Tickets 
are $40. For more information, call Lin- 
coin Center at (212) 875-5244. 


THURSDAY, MAY 11 


NEW YORK - Jazz On Film: Jitter- 
bug, Jump & Jive. Swing Dance on 
Film. Hosted by Frankie Manning and 
Cynthia Millman, at the Walter Reade 
Theater, tickets $10. For further infor- 
mation, call Jazz at Lincoln Center at 
(212) 875-5244 Monday through Fri- 
day. 


SUNDAY, MAY 14 


NEW YORK - Essentially Ellington, 
fifth Annual High School Jazz Band 
Competion & Festival. Competion, 
starts at 4 pm. at Avery Fisher Hall 
free(tickets required.) For further infor- 
mation call (212) 875-5244 from 11 
am. to5 p.m., Monday through Friday. 


Brandy celebrates ‘Moesha’ syndication contract 


Rob Williams 
Staff Writer 


NEW YORK CITY — Like 
her hit songs, “Sittin On Top Of 
The World,” Brandy was doing 
just that as she appeared at 
Fifth’s Jackson restaurant in 
New York City to celebrate the 
recent aquisition of syndication 
rights by the African Heritage 
Network, founded by Frank Mer- 
cado-Valdes, to rerun her hit 
television show, “Moes! 

“Moesha” currently airs 
the United Paramount Network 
Mondays at 8 p.m., 

“I am not good at che 
but I am grateful for everyone 
coming out to support Moesha,” 
Brandy said to the crowd that 
included gossip columnist Flo 
Anthony and MTV VJ Ananda 
Lewis. 

“For Big Ticket, Moesha w: 
our first network series. But i 
equally exciting to see her go 


from this beautiful young | girl to 
this beautiful woman,” said 
Senior Vice President of Big 
Ticket/Paramount, which over- 
sees the show. 

“I am very excited and I am 
very, very proud and proud of her 
accomplishment and I am just 
thankful we made it into the fifth 
season going into the sixth,” said 
Sonja Norwood, Brandy’s mother 
and manager. 

It was also another affirma- 
tion for Norwood that she was 
doing a good job raising her chil- 
dren — her son Ray-J is a singer 
and actor as well — despite what 
critics have said. 

“I do find that it is very diffi- 
cult,” Norwood said of raising her 
children in the industry. “I think 
the criticism I receive is not fair, 
but that is not what I am here to 
do. When it comes to my kids, 
you can’t tell me how to raise 
them.” 


“Moesha” is about a black 


teenager who goes through the 
coming of age experiences that 
many teenagers her age go 
through. Set in California, the 
series also stars Sheryl Lee 
Ralph as the stepmother, and 
has featured many artists on the 


“I do find that it is very 
difficult. I think the criticism I 
receive is not fair, but that is 
not what I am here to do. When 
it comes to my kids, you can’t 
tell me how to raise them.” 

— Sonja Norwood, Brandy’s 
mother, on rai: 
children in the limelight 


ing her 


Show, including Usher and the 
“The Parkers” Countess Vaughn. 

But in its success, the show 
has had its trying moments as 


well 

After the series became a hit, 
many reports started being pub- 
lished that spoke of bad blood 
between Brandy and Countess 
Vaughn, mainly over who was 
the real star of the show. Follow- 
ing that, Brandy collapsed one 
day last year and had to take a 
break to recoup. 

Then a buzz surrounded the 
show when it was reported that 
producer/writer Vida Spears was 
fired from the show when she 
refused to let Brandy become 
more involved with the writing 
for the show. 

In addition, Brandy also 
released her second album in 
1999 which feature Monica on 
the hit single, “The Boy Is Mine,” 
and Mase on “Sittin On Top Of 
The World,” and also toured dur- 
ing last year as well as co-star- 
ring in “I Still Know What You 
Did Last Summer.” 
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Toyota Comedy 
Festival returns 
to New York 
June 1-10 


NEW YORK — The Toyota 
Comedy Festival, the biggest fes- 
tival of its kind in the U.S., pre- 
sents ifs eighth and biggest sea- 
son with more than 200 comedi- 
ans performing at 70 different 
events at over 30 plus venues 
June 1-10. 

Sponsored by the Greater 
New York Toyota Dealers Associ 
ation and Comedy Central, the 
10 day festival is unprecedented 
in scope, with an exciting and 
dizzying array of established and 
aspiring comics and a decidedly 
New York bent. 


In the realization of every 
New York comic’s dream, Jon 
Stewart, acclaimed Comedy Cen- 
tral “The Daily Show” host, will 
headline Carnegie Hall June 8. 
Merriment will fill the rest of 
New York with TV stars and 
stand-up standouts from Mark 
Curry, formerly of ABC's 
“Hangin’ With Mr. Cooper,” and 
the star of Comedy Central's new 
game show “Don’t Forget Your 
Toothbrush,” and John Henton 
of ABC’s “The Hughleys,” at the 
landmark Apollo Theater to an 
authentic Friars Club Salute to 
legends Norm Crosby and Jack 
Carter. 


ts 
like Kathy Griffin, 
Robert Schimmel, Janeane Garo- 
falo and Robert Klein, are comics 
who have appeared regularly on 


— many, 


Comedy Central . This year. 
Griffin will headline The Com- 
munity Theater for the Toyota 
Laughwell Benefit for Morris- 
town Memorial Hospital in New 
Jersey. 

As in the past, several events 
are free and open to the public, 
including the “Comedy in Bryant 

ark” series, readings at Barnes 
& Noble and the “Toyota Comedy 
Film Festival” at The Screening 
Room 

The Toyota Comedy Festival 
is produced by founders Alan 
King, John Schreiber and George 
Wein. 


City Verse 


CityVerse features the works 


f aspiring 


Showcases outside of New 
York City include events at Gov- 
ernor’s Comedy Cabaret in Long 
Island (Kathleen Madigan; Bob 
Nelson; Robert Schimmel); Ras- 
cals in New Jersey (Bobby 
Collins; Brian Regan; “Testos- 
terone Light” hosted by WNEW’s 
Chuck Nice); and Long Island’s 
Westbury Music Fair (Catskills 
on Broadway 2000). Also, in New 
Jersey, Kathy Griffin at The 
Community Theater for the Toy- 
ota Laughwell Benefit for Mor- 
ristown Memorial Hospital 


Montel Williams 
announces 
poetry contest 


AVERY BROOKS and JOE 
MORTON TO BE FEATURED 
IN TONY AWARD - WINNING 
CROSSROADS Lom ete 
COMPANY’S 


Qe rhe Geneseetesival hae 
been the breeding ground for 
numerous plays and musicals 
that have Pate to receive 


FESTIVAL 2000 APRIL 28- 
MAY 7 — Four new plays, a new 
musical about Nelson Mandela 
Starring Avery Brooks, and a 
Poetry Slam for high school and 
college students will be featured 
in cops Theatre Compa- 
ny’s “GENESIS FESTIVAL 
2000, New Voices in African- 
American Theatre,” the 11th 
annual festival of new works at 
Crossroads Theatre, 7 Liv- 
ingston Ave., New Brunswick, 
APRIL 28 to May 7th. In addi- 
tion to Brooks, another one of the 
country’s most popular actors 
appearing at the Genesis Festi- 
val will be Joe Morton, who is set 
to star in Kathleen MeGhee- 
Anderson’s new 5 MOJO 
SECRETS. 

Tickets to the Genesis Festi- 
val went on sale April 8th to the 
general public. 

jopular event since it was 
started in 1990, the Genesis Fes- 
tival features staged readings of 
new works that focus on African 
and- African-American experi- 


A 


stag 
Crossroads Theatre, recipient of 
the 1999 Tony Award for Out- 
standing Regional Theatre. For 
more information, call (732) 249- 
5581. 


AMERICAN ST. 
COMPANY ANNOUNCES 
AINT MISBEHAVIN — The 
American Stage Company has 
announced a change in its sea- 
son lineup. Originally slated 
to present Arthur - the musical 
as its season finale, Matthew 
Parent, acting Artistic Direc- 
tor, announced the season will 
conclude with the award-win- 
ning Fats Waller musical Ain’t 
Misbehavin’ April 26 to May 
21, at the Becton Theatre. 

Ain’t Misbehavin ‘features 
the written and recorded 
works of Fats Waller and 
includes such hits as “T’Ain’t 
Nobody’s Business if I Do,” 
“Honey Suckle Rose,” “Keepin’ 
Outta Mischief Now,” “I’ve Got 
a Feeling Im Falling,” 
“Spreadin’ Rhythm Around,” 


and the materpiece “Ain't Mis- 
behavin’.” Jim Weaver, direct 
from his Lincoln Center tri- 
umph in Marie Christine, will 
direct and choreograph a cast 


of Broadway’s 
includes: 
award-winning actress Cheryl 
Howard; Monique Midgette of 
Broadway’s Civil War and 
Maria; Christine, Victor/Victo- 

Christopher Morgan; Civil 
Wayne Pretlow; and 
Gwen Stewart, original cast 
member of the Tony-Award 
winning musical Rent. Broad- 
way veteran Ron Metcalf will 
music direct. 

The theatre is a not-for- 
profit professional theatre, in 
residence on the campus of 
Fairleigh Dickinson University 
in Teaneck. The company 
offers performancës at 2:30 
p.m. on Wednesdays; 7:30 p.m. 
on Thursdays; 8 p.m. on Fri- 
days and Saturdays; and 2:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m. on Sundays. 
Tickets range from $20 to $30 
depending on the performance 

ay. For more information, call 
(201) 692-7744 


Do you 


specialize in journalism, graphic arts 


poets and writers. If you have some work h h 2 
or know someone who does, send entries or p otograp Y z 
(under 200 words) with your full name, 
pen name, favorite writer and book, and 
Í| literary goals to: CityVerse, 111 Mulbeny 
| Street, Suite 1F, Newark, NJ 07102. 


a 
Montel Williams 
File photo 


If so, CITY NEWS is 
looking for you. 


New York, NY — Emmy 
Award Winner Montel 
Williams has announced the 
establishment of The Cure for 
Multiple Sclerosis Poetry Con- 
test. The contest is open to all 
amateur poets and entry is 
free. The winner will receive 
$1,000 from The International 
Society of Poets, and an áll- 
expense paid trip to New York 
City to be part of The Montel 
Williams Show. An additional 
114 prizes will also be award- 
ed. i 

“I feel truly honored to 
unite with The International 
Society of Poets in providing 
this creative way to raise funds 
for this charitable cause,” stat- 
ed Williams. “I’m pleased to 
announce that ISP will be 
donating one dollar to the Mon- 
tel Williams MS Research 
Fund in the name of each poet 
who enters this contest, with a 
minimum of a $25,000 dona- 
tion.” 

The International Society of 
Poets, dedicated to bringing 
the works of amateur poets to 
the public attention, has pub- 
lished the works of over 1.4 
million amateur poets on its 
web site, www.poetry.com, and 
is the largest organization of 
its kind in the world with mem- 
bers from over 60 nations. 

“I urge every poet to enter 
this contest. By entering, you 
will not only have a chance to 
win, but you will be contribut- 
ing to research in hopes of find- 
ing a cure for this debilitating 
disease,” added Williams. 

Any poet may enter this 
free contest simply by sending 
one poem, 20 lines or less, any 
subject (the poem does not 
have to be about MS) any style 
to: Montel Poetry Contest, 1 
Poetry Plaza, Owings Mills, 


How to paint the hues 
ould not tell the artist 


City News is looking for an Editorial Assistant, 
Writers and College Interns. 


If you think you fit the bill, 
please fax your resume to 


MD 21117, or by entering Gilda Rogers at 
THE ARTIST EMS 
com/montel. New poets are 


encouraged to enter. All (973) 642-5444 
entrants will receive a 

response and autographed pic- 
ture as personal thanks from 


Williams. 


Charlee A. McKoy 


CityStyle 


2000 Most Iniluential 
Gala Reunion 


NPAC APRIL, 


April 26 — May 2, 2000 


By Gilda Rogers 


Staff Writer 
Cre. E 
chillin’ in poe 
arlor and 
et me tell 
you, I love 
the ambiance of this 
room. Whatever hap- 


pened to parlors? 

They're a throwback to the Victorian 
era, when furnishings were character- 
ized by ornate design and splendid beau- 
ty. When I set out to decorate this room, 
I was thinking different — not your tra- 
ditional couch, chair and matching love 
seat. I don’t mean to offend anyone, but 
this type of decor can be down right bor- 
ing and lacks personality. However it is 
a safe way to decorate and even in these 
rooms you should find ways to interject 
your very own personality with unique 
collectibles 

Like your style of dress, your home 
should also capture the essence of you — 
collect items that speak to you, they may 
not say much to someone else but like 
this burgundy brocade chaise lounge, 
which I fashioned this room around, it 
represents to me a time when life was 
easy — like Sunday morning. 

‘The first thing you want to do is find 
that special piece and build from there 
In my case, I started with three 
special pieces. 


“Angel Wings” 
by Lavern Ross a beautiful work of 
art, which cost me absolutely nothing 
(Ill explain that later), then sitting atop 
that ladder back there in the corner is a 


paper mache bust of Moses holding 
the sacred tablets, 
which was a gift. It 
s painted in the 
same 


burgundy and lavender hues, which 
compliment the wall hanging, chaise 
lounge and lavender walls. 


Used Furniture 
Stores 


The room did not > 
come together 
overnight, so time is 
very important in creat- 
ing that special signa- p 
ture room. And because 
I was operating off a 
very small budget being 
selective was a time 
consuming thing. I 
spent a lot of tie in used furniture 
stores. These places are golden when it 
comes to decorating. The only purchase 
that I made at an exorbitant price was 
the lounge, which cost $400. Everything 
else in this room was either cheap, 
cheap, cheap or cost nothing. The sea 

i foam green 
wicker chair 
that sits in 
front of the 


-itsa 
unique 
andı well 
made 
piece. 
The satin 


infuses every color in the room was pur- 
chased at The Red Bank Used Furniture 
Store. With its claw feet, this piece was 
absolutely the best find, since it looked 

as spanking brand new and 
$100. The lamps, you've got it, were 
found at a used furniture store in Plain- 
field and cost a whopping $20 for the 
pair. 


Color 


Don’t be afraid of color 
it can make a room come 
alive. This room, which is 
painted in a pale lavender 
and trimmed in a delicious 
cantaloupe melon also 
served as the color that 
changed a basic utility lad- 
der into a decorative item 
to hold my little chatchkas 
and knicknacks, I pur- 
chased gold plated wall 
socket covers (these little 
things make a’ big differ- | 
ence) which picked up on | 
the gilded frame of all the 
wall hangings. The drapes 
which are the cheapest you 
can buy — sheers- are a focal 
point in the room, which cost 
$4.99 a panel at Value City. 
They're, in array of shades — 
which represent every color in the room 


Fabric 


Old sheer curtains (in melon) that 
once dressed my kitchen windows now 
serve as end table-top dressing. The 
tables which are your basic $4.99 round 
three-legged tables purchased from K- 
Mart take on a totally different look. I 
purchased off-white fabric from Jo- 
Ann’s Fabrics and threw it over the 
tables and let it fall to the floor to form 
what's called a “puddle” look. 


Flooring 


A very important element in deco- 
rating. In this room, I removed the out- 
dated carpeting, which revealed a hard 
wood floor that needed a lot of work to 
get it into shape. I stripped the floor 
myself, remember I’m operating off a 
small budget, and then stained it a 
warm “Bombay Mahogany” (a burgundy 
hue). Atop thefloor I purchased a melon 
6x9 area rug at Value City for $39. To 
create a separate room within the room, 


I divided part of the floor near the front 
window and covered the floor in carpet 
squares, which also picked up every 
color in the room, for $1 a piece at a local 
carpet store. This created such a special 
look that it usually turns into a conver- 
sation piece. The room is filled with col- 
orful candles and unique frames. 
Overall, I spent less than $800 to 
decorate this room. This is a bargain 
when you consider a sofa alone can cost 
this much or more. But what 
makes this room so special is that 
I see it as a creative work of art. 
Now this is not to say that every- 
one will like it, but the point I’m 
making is that it suits me, well. 
nd most people who visit my 
ome usually fall in love with it 
too — it’s just that kind of room! 


Note: Angel Wings by 
Lavern Ross, was a picture I 
received for free for hosting 
a Black Art show in my 
home. I saw the picture at a 
show I had attended and 
could not afford it, so I host- 
-ed a show primarily to 
receive a discount. The 
show was a tremendous 
success and not only did I 
receive this free but anoth- 
er piece also. 

It’s amazing how creative 
you can become when you have lim- 
ited funds, wouldn’t you agree. 


Photos by Noah Murray and Gilda Rogers 
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Bring/mail ads to: 
City News located at 
The Renaissance Towers 
111 Mulberry St., Suite 1F 
Newark, N.J. 07102 


LEGALS 


Renee Steinhagen 
PUBLIC INTEREST LAW 
CENTER OF NEW JERSEY 

833 McCarter Highway 

Newark, NJ 07102 

(973) 642-8700 or (973) 642-8719 


ROSE & ROSE, P.C. 
1835 K. Street, N.W., Suite 900 
Washington, DC 20006-1203 
(202) 331-8555 or (202) 331-8556 


Dennis C. Hayes 

Bruce |. Ge 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
4805 Mt. Hope Drive 

Baltimore, MD 21215 

(410) 486-9191 or (410) 486-9168 


Atomaya for Panis Natonal Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the New Jarsey State 
Branches, NAACP, Antoine Ford, Anthony Graves, Frank Gregory, Raun Hall, Antonio Melendez, 

Srl Bef ae! Sean VORRE sa to Gaur Sand 2 

Lori Outzs Borgen 

Lawrence S. Lustberg 

GIBBONS, DEL DEO, DOLAN, 

GRIFFINGER & VECCHIONE 

A Professional Corporation 

(One Riverfront Plaza 

Newark, New Jersey 07102-5497 

(873) 596-4500 


Richard T. Seymour 
LAWYERS COMMITTEE FOR 
CIVIL RIGHTS UNDER LAW 
1401 New York Avenue N.W. 
Suite 400 

Washington, DC 20005 

(202) 662-8600 or (202) 662-8350 


Attorneys for Plaintiffs National Association for the Advancement of Colored People, the New Jersey State 

Conference of Branches, NAACP , Robert Guzman, and Ryan Marsh as to Count 3 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE, THE 
NEW JERSEY STATE CONFERENCE OF 
BRANC: IES, NAACP, ANTOINE FORD, 
BONY GRAVES, FRANK GREGORY, 

Hatia TONS EEE lama 


SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY 
LAW DIVISION: MERCER COUNTY 


DOCKET NO.; MER-L-002687-96 


Civil Action 


selves and all other persons similarly situated, 
Plaintiffs, 


NoTICI POSED Si M 


THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY, DEPARTMENT 
‘OF LAW AND PUBLIC SAFETY, DIVISION OF 
STATE POLICE, 

Defendant 


TICE OF PI MENT OF THIS LAWSUIT 


To: (a) All unsuccessful African-American and Hispanic applicants for antry-level jobs as State Troopers who pres 
ously applied for such positions in the 114th through 118th State Police Academy classes, or who are currently appl 
cants for entry-level jobs as State Troopers, or who apply for entry-level jobs as State Troopers in the future; and 


(©) Al Aican-Amercan and Hispanic persons who have been prevented or discouraged trom applying for entry- 

level jobs as State Troopers because of requirement for such positions, 

So pee r iaei ced oe sie scr pean e iie: aage 
ged from apy be f any educational high 


school, 
The Alrican-Americans and Hispanics who personally filed or joined the lawsuit (the plaintiffs") have filed this lawsuit 
to challenge the hiring practices of the New Jersey Division of State Police ("defendant") regarding entry-level State 

Troopers. In particular, plaintiffs challenge the defendant's use of the Law Enforcement Candidate Record ("LECR’), 
the defendant's educational requirements, and the defendant's recruiting practices. The lawsuit claims that these 
practices all discriminated against African-American and Hispanic applicants in violation of Title Vil of the Civil Rights 
‘Act of 1964 and the New Jersey Law Against Discrimination, The State Police denies the allegations of intentional 


Hispanics, the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People and the New Jersey State Conference of Branches, 

NAACP. are plaintiffs in this lawsuit. 

The plaintiffs and the Coes have agreed to settle this lawsuit without a trial 
unless the Court grants final approval to the'settiement 


The settlement will not take effect 


This lawsuit is a class action, which means that the plaintiffs are representing your interests as well as their own inter- 
ests. if the settlement is finally approved, it will bind you and you will not be able to file your own lawsuit about the 
recruitment process, and about the use of the LECR and of the educational requirements for hiring of State Troopers 
by the New Jersey State Police. 

‘The Court has ordered that this information be provided to you so that you can decide whether to approve the pr 
posed settlement or object to the proposed settlement and try to persuade the Court not to give it final approval. 


it you decide to make an objection, you must fle it in writing with the Clerk of the Superior Court, Law Division, Mercer 
County Courthouse, 175 South Broad Street, Trenton, New Jersey 08650. In order to be considered, the Clerk must 
teceive the objection no later than the close of business on April 28, 2000. An objection will not be on timè it it is 
postmarked by that date. It will only be on time if it is received by the Clerk by that date. Any objection must include 
the name of this case, V New Jersey,” the number of this case, "MER-L-002687-86," the name, address, 
and telephone number of the objector, whether the objector will appear at the hearing, and the grounds of the objec: 
tion. 


It you are in favor of the settlement and want it to be approved, there is no need to file anything 
The following is a summary of the most important terms of the proposed settlement: 

a) Recruitment: The State Police has made substantial changes in its recruitment program, to reflect the diversity of 
the qualified available pool. ‘If these changes are not effective in substantially achieving that diversity for any class, 
the plaintiff may ask the Court to order changes in the recruitment program. 

b) Education: Paragraphs 12, 13 and 14 of the proposed Consent Order state: 

12. Prior to 1993, State Troopers were only required to have a high school education. Beginning in January 1993 
with the 114th Class, the State Police instituted a new educational requirement for applicants for State Trooper, name- 
ly , either (1) a four-year college degree from an accredited college or university or (2) sixty college credits and two 
years of military service or two years prior police experience, This requirement has remained in effect since 1993, 


19. For three years after the preliminary approval of the settlement, the State Police will not use a four-year college- 

epris reien onil mousi. Saag Hs na Eig redierat, lly j) a You cology 
gree university or (2) an (ie. 

fab ol olf brae t e y t at ape A. eae 

cating the maturity of the applicant. nt shall be satisfied by at leas 


The State Police agroes that it will not make a distinction among recruits, cadets, or entry-level State Troopers sat- 
isting the educational requirement, based on hich of the two ways described in this paragraph they satistied the 
require 

414. The State Police shall:be free to employ a four-year college degree requirement on an exclusive basis when, 
after three years of recruitment, the State Police demonstrates that it has been successful in recruiting invited appli- 
cants to take the written examination having four-year college degrees that on a cumulative basis heve been at least 
22% African-American and at least 11% Hispanic, provided that in making this determination the State Police may 
disregard performance for one class. The State Police agrees that it it has been unable to satisfy this standard it will 
comply with the provisions of 13 above for the recruitment of entry-level State Troopers for an additional four years, 
during which time the plaintiffs ..shall be free to seek prospective rele! on the college education requirement pur- 
suant fo the Third Amended Complaint. 


c) Testing: As long as the Consent Order lasts -which will be at least for three years-the State Police will use a 
selection device other than the LECR (which the State Police was encouraged to use by the U.S. Department of 


CLASSIFIEDS 


CLASSIFIEDS 


The United Methodist Homes of New Jersey has an 
‘opening for a 30 hr/wk secretary at our HUD facility in 
Plainfield 

Tig auccanal caus vil tava oe jaa gent 


Planning Associate 1 
at State 0 d Si hool Districts 
Trenton, Hew Jerse 


Responetiitiee vil include assembling rrna, ping 
ordi and analyzes relating reports, corres; 
respondence, fling, answering phones, 
nance, labor relations, unity relai jn n 
in the districts. Coordinales office 


Please send resume & 
Housing Manag 
Street 


salary requirements t 
jer of Covenant Manor, 623 East Front 
jt, Plainfield, NJ 07060. E/O/E. 


RECEPTIONIST/SECRETARY 


related fod. Fie (8) yours experionos n any Oat of 
the blowing aras: policy analysis, } pro~ ‘The Community Builders, Inc. is a non-profit corp that 
analysis, or aber develops real estate and sustains neighborhoods, 
wrting and has an immediate opening for a receptionist/secre- 


excellent phone skills and is proficient in the use of 
standard office software. Responsibilities are to han- 
dle incoming calls, greet visitors, process mail, and 
{|__| provide clerical and support services to 3 individuais. 
| +. We offor a 
|| | come salary and excellent benetits. Send resume 
| 


RSONNEL DIRECTOR 
NEW sEnsey BePanaten OF coor CATION 
# N-00-068 


625-0500 x to 732-560-1390, or e-mail to 


at 100 TRENTON, 0 
ten} ux/education 


Markq@tebinc.org 


Justice and which it has used for the 114th through the 


upon available validity studies and impact data, are 
performance and 


likely to be good predictors of job 


examination shall not be considered for any additional 
purpose in the selection process, in training, in initial 


tifs, and both sides will hava access to the plaints’ 
expert. The plaintifs reserve the right to challenge any 


examination, The plaintiffs expect that these provi- 
sions will substantially increase the numbers of 
African-American and Hispanic candidates who are 
hired. 


d) Relief for class members: The State Police has 
already complied with most of paragraph 23 (a) of the 
proposed Consent Order, by. inviting “each of the 
unhired African-American applicants, and each of the 
unhired Hispanic applicants, for the 114th through 
118th Academy classes to re-apply for the 119th or 
120th State Police Academy cla: 
Consent Order goes on to state: “Each of the class 

smbers who re-applies, and who is not subject to dis- 
qualification for any of the reasons set forth at page 2 
of the application form, shall be treated as an invited 
applicant.” This means that they will be invited to take 
the examination. In addition, paragraph 23(b) of the 
proposed Consent Order states: “The State Police 
agrees to allow each of the unhired African-American 
applicants, and each of the unhired Hispanic appli- 
cants, who had verifiably taken and passed the LECR 
administered by the New Jersey Department of 
Personnel and were on an eligibility list for referral for 
other law enforcement positions in 1987 but were not 
allowed to pursue an application for entry-level jobs as 
State Troopers because they did not meet the educa- 


118th or 120th State Police Academy cla 
ject to disqualification for any of the reasons set forth at 
page 2 of the application form, shall be treated as ar 
invited applicant.” 


©) Age Limits: Paragraph 24 of the proposed Consent 
Order states that because of New Jersey law, ‘the 
State Police cannot waive the maximum age limit for 
applicants of not having reached their 35th birthday at 
the time of graduation from the State Police Academy. 
mbers who re-apply under the pro- 


New Jersey Police and Fire Retirement System, will be 
considered for pension purposes as if they had gradu. 
ated from the State 


Police Academy as of the date of their enrollment in the 


New Jersey Police and Fire Retirement System.” 


f) Monetary relief for class members: There is no mon- 
etary relief for individual class members in this case, in 
rt because of the difficulty of providing which class 
members would have been hired and which would not, 
and in part because of the changes the State Police will 
be required to make under the Consent Order. 
g) Monetary Relief for the Named Plaintiffs: The State 
Police will provide monetary relief to the individual 
named plaintiffs in recognition of their participation in 
Robert Guzman and Ayan Marsh will 


Jamal Poyner, and Sean Williams will receive $35,000 
‘each, and Sean Carter will receive $10,000. 


h) Attorneys’ Fees and Costs: The State will pay the 
reasonable attorneys’ fees and costs(including expert 
foes and expenses) of the attorneys for the plaintifs. 
‘There is no agreement at this time on the amounts to 
be paid. The plaintiffs’ attorneys have informed the 
State of the approximate numbers of hours they have 
‘spent on this case, and of thei approximate expenses, 
but there has been no bargaining about these claims. 
The State Police will pay the attorneys for plaintiffs the 
amount of their reasonable fees and expenses, in an 
amount to be negotiated by the parties or determined 
by the Court. The State Police will also pay the plain- 
tiffs’ attorneys their reasonable fees, costs and 
expense for future services in monitoring the deten- 

compliance with the Consent Order, and in 
defending the Consent Order from attack. These fees, 


for the second and third years, 
provided that either party may move for an increase in 
the cap, if services and expenses justitying a higher 
amount have been incurred. 

1) Court Oversight: The Court will keep jurisdiction 
‘over this case for a period of at least three years. If the 
State Police does not demonstrate that it has been 
Successful in recruiting Atrican-Americans 
E A Ee > ts 


LEGALS 


CLASSIFIED/LEGALS 
LEGALS 


PO. Box 7068 
West Trenton, New Jersey 08628-0088 


You may also write to the Division of State Police at the 
above address to request a copy of the Consent Order 
by providing the name of the case and your name and 
complete mailing address. The complete text of the 
Consent Order is also available at www.nisp.org, 


Before the Consent Order goes into effect, the Court will 
‘consider any objections that are filed by the deadline. 
You have the right to object to the proposed Consent 
Order and ask the Court not to approve it. The hearing 
‘on the objections shall be held on may 15, 2000, in 
Courtroom 3D, at 2:00 p.m. Mercer County Civil Courts 
Building, 175 South Broad Street, Trenton, New Jersey. 
Any objections will be considered without regard to 
whether the objector appears at the hearing. In the 
event that no objections are filed by the deadline, the 
proposed Consent Order shall stand without further 
Order of the Court as finally approved. If the person to 


of the estate or relative may submit objections to the 
enclosed Consent Order 


If you have any questions, you may call Assistant 
Attorney General Allison E. Accurso at (609) 292-8866, 
Richard Seymour at (202) 662-8350, David L. Rose at 
(202) 331-8555, Lori Outzs Borgen at (973) 596-4500, 
Renee Steinhagen at (973) 642-8700 or Bruce |. Gear at 
(410) 486-9191, Monday through Friday, 9:00 a.m. to 

p.m. NOT CALL THE COURT OR THE 
CLERK OF THE COURT. 


NEIL H. SHUSTER, J.S.C. 
2525.41 


Fax legals to: 
973-642-5444 
24 hours a day 


LEGALS 


HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE 
TOWN OF MORRISTOWN 


LEGAL NOTICE 
The Housing Authority of the Town of Morristown, New 
Jersey, has prepared its five-year and annual plans in 
accordance with the rules and regulations promulgat- 
ed by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and provisions of the Quality Housing 
and Work Responsibility Act of 1998. These plans 


Included as part of the annual plan are 
the Housing Authority's relevant policies. 

The plans will be available to the public from May 2, 
2000 through June 15, 2000'and can be examined 
during normal business hours of the Housing Authority 
of the Town of Morristown, 31 Early Street, Morristown, 


aforementioned. address soliciting comments on the 
plans. 


Upon completion of the 45-day review period, the 


Board will approve the plans for submission to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development 
DAVID GARDNER 


erg EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING 
Notice is hereby given that a special meeting of the 


Board of Commissioners of New Brunswick Housing & 


Advertise 
your classifieds 
Call 


City NEws 
(973) 642-4400 


Authority will be held on Saturday, 
April 29, 2000 at 9:00 a.m. 
the meeting shall be: 


4:00 p.m. The location of 


New Brunswick Tomorrow's Board Room 
390 George Street, 2nd Floor 
New Brunswick, NJ 08901 
The purpose of the meeting will be to discuss the 
Agency's Five Year Plan, Annual Plan and to define it's 
goals and objectives. 
KEVIN QUINCE 


$117.77 EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 


How to contact 
City News 


Editorial 
(973) 642-4400 


‘ax 
(973)642-5444 


E-Mail 
Citynews1 @msn.com 


Send Correspondence to: 


City News 
‘111 Mulberry St 
Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 07102 


Consent Ord 
be evlended for an addltonal four yoars. The State 
Police will make reports to plaintiffs’ lawyers through- 
out the time this Consent Order remains in effect. 

You have the right to get a copy of the Consent Order, 
which provides additional details 


Copies are available eH at the following location: 
Division of State Pol 

Equal Employment pei Affirmative 

Action Bureau 


CLASSIFIEDS 
GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


Looking for a few good men and women with debit 
aperience to seli and service Jip Ina ~ excelent 
salary! Compnay Convention! All Benefits! Great 
‘Opportunity! Phone 973-926-5615 and ask for Mr. 
Holmes. You'll be glad you did. 


GREAT OPPORTUNITY 


Looking for some real go-getters who are ready | 


„ 111 Mulberry St, 
Newark, NJ 07102 Fax # (973) 642-5444 


CLASIFIEDS 


New Jersey's leading African- 
American newspaper is looking for 
some individuals to join our team 

Distribution available throughout New 
Jersey. Must be dependable and 
have reliable car. Must possess a cur- 


rent/valid drivers license. 
Areas of distribution are: 


Bergen County 
Jersey City 
Monmouth County 


For more information 
call (973) 642-4400 


SUBSCRIBE TO 
CITY NEWS 
$39.00 


Call (973) 642-4400 


CLASSIFIEDS 


DISTRIBUTORS WANTED INTERNS WANTED 


Full-time students 
with excellent 
communications skills 


Should be interested in devel- 
oping work experience 
Send your resume to: 
City News, 
111 Mulberry Street, Suite 1F, 
Newark, NJ 07102 or fax to: 
(973) 642-5444. 


You will have the opportunity 
to have hands-on experience in 
Microsoft Word, Adobe 
Photoshop, QuarkXPress, , Act 
3.0, and other software pro- 
grams as well as acquire useful 
office skills and protocols. 
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City Sports 
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Choking 
under 
pressure 


If Latrell Sprewell played for 
embattled Indiana head coach 
Bobby Knight, which one would 
be the first to choke the other? 
My guess is Bobby Knight, 
because he knows he could get 
away with it. 

The media frenzy which 
ensued in the wake of the 
Latrell Sprewell choking inci- 
dent was quite frankly, ridicu- 
lous. Although Sprewell defi- 
nitely deserved some sort of 
punishment, his suspension and 
loss of millions of dollars of 
income was clearly exc 
Despite my protests at the time, 
my view of the choking incident 
was not one embraced by a 
majority of the public, Polls 
indicated that most people sup- 
ported Spree’s punishment 
based on the rationale that a 
play mm never, never, ever 


that video tape 

as surfaced showing 

Bobby Knight choking former 
l Reed during a prac- 

p the public outrage 

i is surprisingly 
mute Which begs the ques- 
tion, is it more acceptable for a 
coach to choke a player? In my 
view Coach Knight’s assault on 
his player was a more egregious 
act for a couple of reasons. 
First, parents who send their 
kids to college expect a school to 
serve as surrogate parents. 
They rightfully expect colleges 
and universities to protect and 
safeguard the interests of their 
children In every sense. When a 
school like Indiana University 
continues to protect an employ- 
has for years exhibited 

at he has lost control 


an almost sacred task of usher- 
ing student-athletes under their 
tutelage into adulthood. Hope- 
fully, this is performed through 
various lessons designed to 
build character, and shape and 
mold responsible adults. As 
hard as I try, I cannot for the life 
of me determine what lessons 
are to be learned from waving 
soiled toilet paper in the faces of 
athletes (which Knight is 
aceused of doing). No matter 
how hard I try, I can’t figure out 


x feeption of situa- 
self defense, the 
oking anyone can never 


be justified. But when two 
guilty parties like Sprewell and- 
Knight receive such disparate 
treatment for engaging in essen- 
tially the same misdeed, it rais- 
es serious concerns related to 
perceptions, equity and double 
standards. Take my word for it, 
Bob Knight will not be fired for 
engaging in an act that would 
cost every other employee at 
Indiana University their jobs 
My guess is that so long as 
Knight wins games and mah : 
the school money, kids like Nei! 
Reedyare regarded by IU as a 
n ist of doing business. 


Newark Bears Play Ball! 


NEWARK - The 2000, the 
Newark Bears will kick-off league is 
its third season on May 2,at expected 


Riverfront Stadium at 6:35 to 
p.m. The Bears’ history 


entrenched in the Newark million 
baseball tradition dates fans with 
back to 1931, when the an expan- 
team was purchased by sion from 
then New York Yankee six to 
owner Jacob Ruppert. The eight 
Bears served as a farm club teams. 
for the Yankees during the This sup- 
1930's and ‘40’s. ports the 

Fast forward to the fact that 
year 2000- the Newark baseball 
Bears of today are owned by fever is 
former Major Leaguer and alive in 
Newark native Rick Cer- t h eœ 
rone. In the ’99 season the “Renais- 


Bears finished strong atthe s ance 
gate selling out their last City.” Rip 
three home games. The up- 
Bears had the third largest pert will 


average attendance in the 
six-team Atlantic League. 
This year the Atlantic 
League became the first 
independent baseball 
league to draw over 1 mil- 
lion fans in one season. In 


ed 


over 2 


be at the Hensley Meulens 
stadium to 
entertain 
the throng of people expect- 


PLAY BALL! 


draw 


for the 2000 season. 


The following is the 


Newark Bears schedule - 
the shaded dates repre- 
sent games to be played 
at home. 


Rolando Avila 


Photos courtesy of Newark Bears 


2000 °- NEWARK BEARS SCHEDULE - 2000 


SportsShorts 


School and 
inlimited Sunday 
J Bat League 


by email at 
n or call John at 
caneers is a minor 
tball team 


is part of 


continued from B8 I 


would never be cut again for 
being too small.” And he wasn’t. 

Instead, Grant worked at 
becoming a well conditioned ath- 
lete He possesses the stamina, 
the will of a champion, and 
knowledge of the game that’s 
sure to benefit his players. The 
players that make up the Shore- 

‘ats were not hounded by 
teams and that’s probably 
because they were perceived not 
to be good enough. To those play- 
ers, Grant represents making it 
to the top — the NBA. He beat the 
odds. 

Ei 've been where they want to 
go,” said Grant. The team opens 
it season at home on April 28 at 
7 p.m. at the Asbury Park Con- 
vention Center. “I never played 
for money. My reward was play- 
ing with Michael Jordan and sit- 
ting in the locker room with all 
these guys like Dr. J, I grew up 
admiring.” As for the players on 
the ShoreCats, the only thing he 
can do is tell them what they 
need to do to get to where he’s 
already been. 

“I can’t make them run eight 
miles a day or hit the weights, 
but what I can do is advise them 
that if they do this and prepare 
themselves it will pay off.” He 


said, “If you're lazy at home 
you'll be lazy at work. I still 
workout and run in races. As 
long as I feel good and I feel 
healthy and strong, I can bring 
that energy to the floor when T 
coach,” said Grant. It is impor- 
tant to him to put a team on the 
floor each night that is ready to 
play to its fullest potential and 
let the wins and loses fall where 
they 

T really feel goodebout Grol 
and our coaching staff,” said 
Spiro Michals the president of 
the ShoreCats. The coaching 
staff includes player coach, Mar- 
shall Grier, who is the basketball 
coach at Passaic High School, 
and assistant coach Mike Gatley, 
who formerly coached the USBL 
team in Atlantic City, has known 
Grant for many years. 

“His (Grant) value is that 
where these guys want to go, He 
did it without a name, said Gat- 
ley. “If you're good enough 
they'll find you. His knowledge of 
the pro game par’s anybody's.” 

The ShoreCats, which put up 
a 19-9 season last year, of course 
will be looking to improve their 
record and bring home a champi- 
onship. And it’s looking like with 
Grant at the helm — anything is 
possible, For ticket inforr ation 
call (732) 922-1090 


SPEND 4 YEARS...EARN $50,000) 
FOR COLLE 


With the Montgomery GI Bill plus the Army 
College Fund, you could earn $50,000 for college for 
your 4-year enlistment-or $26,500 after only 2 years. 

And you don't have to pay this money back. 

The Army will also give you the self-confidence, 

maturity, andJeadership skills that will help you succeed 


in college and in life. 


r E 4 good deal. Talk it over with your Army 


T 800 USA ARMY 


ARMY. BE ALL 


www.goarmy.com 


GE. 


We'reina New-ark 
state of mind! 


City News 
111 Mulberry St. 
Suite 1F 
Newark, NJ 07102 


(973) 642-4400 


Spring 200. 
ome Buyers 


MADISON SQUARE GANDE 


The World's Most Famous Arena 


Saturday April 29, 2000 


DOORS OPEN ALL DAY 10 AM TO 8 PM 
ADMISSION $6, CHILDREN UNDER 12 FREE 


PURCHASE YOUR TICKETS AT | 


PURCHASES. 


Presents 
the... 


il 


IRE SUBJECT TO A TICKE 


ATTEND ED 


PLATINUM 
SPONSORS 


GSHASE 


NORTH FORK BANK 


CATIONAL SEMI 
Sponsors Ra 


STATE FARM, 


INSURANCE, 


[l Washington Mutual 


HARGE 


ARS ALL DA 


SILVER 
SPONSORS 


letwork 


@ LendingTree 


YOU CAN BE: 


Everything You. Need fo Know About Home Buyi 


FOR INFO/EXHIBITOR SPACE CALL 


OVER 


EXHIBITS 


NETS EXP 


1-888-METRO-EX 


VISIT OUR WEBSITE: WWW.1888METROEXPO.COM 


Under One R Roof! 


ATTEND 
ONE OF THE 
TRI-STATE 
AREA'S LARGEST 
HOME BUYING 
EXPOS OF 
THE YEAR! 


